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Summary
The University of Manchester Archaeological Unit (UMAU) conducted a community
excavation at the site of the demolished Royton Hall, Royton, Oldham, Greater
Manchester, on behalf of the Royton Local Historical Society (centred on National
Grid Reference SD 9196 0754) between October 2004 and October 2007 (GMSMR
195.10).
The programme of archaeological investigation was undertaken in four separate
phases commencing with the limited excavation of three evaluation trenches in the
winter of 2004. This was followed by the large open area excavations carried out in
the summers of 2005, 2006 and 2007 as part of the “Royton Lives through the Ages”
project. Funding for the project was achieved through the continual fundraising
support of Royton Local History Society and their application for the Local Heritage
Initiative and Nationwide grants in support of local community projects. The 2007
programme of works was funded by The National Lottery, Awards for All, Royton
Community Council and Asda.
Prior to the start of the project little was known of the early origins of the hall
although an inspection of the cartographic, documentary and photographic evidence
suggested the potential for remains of a medieval date with substantial elements added
from the seventeenth century onwards. A detailed account of the known history and
development of the hall can be found in Stott's ‘A History of Royton Hall’.
An evaluation of the site during the winter of 2004 by The University of Manchester
Archaeological Unit (UMAU) and The Greater Manchester Archaeological Unit
(GMAU) was conducted in order to ascertain the level and extent of archaeological
survival and suitability for an archaeological community excavation. Funded by the
Royton Local History Society with assistance from Oldham Metropolitan Borough
Council Parks and Countryside Development the evaluation identified substantial
structural remains including walls, doorways and mullioned windows surviving in situ
to a maximum height of 1.50m.
The three phases of excavation carried out during 2005, 2006 and 2007 covered
approximately 200m2, 580m2 and 700m2 respectively, overlapping from one year to
another by approximately 5m each year. The earliest surviving fabric is
represented by the in situ structural remains uncovered during the 2005 to 2007
seasons, dating to possibly the fifteenth/early sixteenth century. The provisional
dating of the remains was established through building typologies and construction
techniques rather than artifactual evidence.
The nature of the hall appears to have changed significantly during the mid to late
sixteenth century with the expansion of the hall to the south and west, creating an
“L”shaped stone hall with cellar space beneath a new eastern wing (rooms B, C and
P) and an impressive staircase tower.
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Initial interpretation of the mid to late sixteenth century remains suggests that the
cellar space would originally have been a large single room, with three cellar lights to
the east and two to the west. In order to gain access to the cellar, walls and a flight of
stone steps were added opposite the original doorway. The position of the cellar
windows also suggests that in order for light to penetrate, the level of the surrounding
ground must have been significantly lower than at the present day, with a difference
of c.1.30m. This is supported by evidence elsewhere on the site which showed that the
original ground surface within the courtyard was later raised to the level on which the
first hall was constructed. It seems likely that the original ground surface on which the
hall was built sloped steeply, the northern end of the site being higher than that of the
south. The second phase of expansion shifted the entrance and focus of the building to
the west. In doing this the oldest part of the hall was flanked by a new building and
emphasis was placed upon the architecture of the new front façade.
During the early seventeenth century the hall was extended with the
construction of additional space to the both the north and south west,
substantially increasing the internal living space, allowing for a northern wing of
the hall to be added, turning the hall into a large “U”shaped, quasi-courtyarded
complex. Additional changes to the hall may represent a phase of rebuild or structural
strengthening to the earliest part of the hall.
During the mid to late seventeenth century an external porch was added. This
conformed to the to the architectural styles of the time, providing two square towers
in the internal corners of the courtyard, thereby creating a grander and more elaborate
entranceway. The addition of a porch provided steps from the external ground level
to the c.1m higher ground floor level of the main building. Although the evidence is
inconclusive, handmade brick walls represent a partial rebuilding of the northern wing
during a remodelling of this part of the hall. The nature of the work suggests that
the windows were still a visible feature of the house following completion and
that the blocking was carried out prior to a raising of the ground levels within
the courtyard at a later date. The main alteration to the hall during the eighteenth
century was the partial remodelling of the northern wing and the extension of the
southern wing. This allowed a new phase of rebuilding which resulted in changes to
both wings. The northern wing was rebuilt in brick; the segment exposed during the
excavation would indicate use as part of the serving area of the house, with multiple
small rooms and corridors, whereas the southern wing of the building was
reconstructed as a contemporary classical Georgian façade.
During this phase the level of the courtyard was raised obscuring from view the
blocked windows. This suggests that the porch was no longer considered the chief
access to the hall, since this had been switched to face the south during reconstruction
of the hall during the Georgian period.
Internally, during this period, walls were inserted at basement/cellar level to provide
additional structural support to the eastern wing of the house. This included brick
columns built to support the load of the main tie-beams (051), which would have
supported the ground floor above the sixteenth century cellar. These columns would
have provided much needed structural support and offered a cheaper alternative to
replacing the large tie-beams spanning the entire width of the hall. Additionally the
building of a load-bearing wall during the same phase of renovation indicates three
University of Manchester Archaeological Unit
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important points. Firstly, it shows that the whole of the basement was initially one
large room, measuring c.14m in total length. Secondly the use of three brick arches
rather than one thick brick wall indicated the need to allow free movement and access
within this large basement at all times, showing that the use of this space was
important. Thirdly, when taken in conjunction with the absolute levels taken from the
beam and truss slots from around the room it shows that the entire building appears to
have been sinking towards the southern end.
During the nineteenth century the hall underwent a significant number of changes
associated with changes of occupancy and use. The archaeologically visible
implications of this are the creation of a garden to the north of the hall, an area that
was now considered the poorest area of the hall, accommodating the servants. Various
features comprising of pits and drains were cut within Area A, although it is not
possible to identify the function of the majority of the pits. The drains served the
house, although the ground levels indicated that they rise away from the buildings. It
is possible therefore that instead of taking water/sewage away they were bringing
water/sewage into and across the building. Within room A two brick hearths were
identified, a product of dividing the hall into multiple occupancy, as more hearths
would have been needed to accommodate the needs of the growing number of people
living within the various sections of the hall.
The significant levels of rubble located throughout the site during this phase
can be attributed to the demolition of the hall in 1939. During the demolition, a
local resident bought the rights to salvage the hall for any useful building
material, which accounts for certain large important stone blocks missing from
their original positions, such as the remainder of the below ground portion of
the spiral staircase. The remainder of the hall was then demolished, and the
resultant rubble not removed from the site, but levelled out around the
immediate area filling the hall prior to the final landscaping of the area.
Extensive and well preserved archaeological remains survived across the site
including in situ plastered walls, floors, windows and fireplaces encountered at
a depth of 0.20m below the present ground surface and extending to an
excavated depth of 2.50m, providing a remarkable level of preservation for this
type of archaeological site. The recovery of artefacts was limited due to the
significant level of rubble covering the entire site; many artefacts were dated to
the phase of demolition in 1939.
In conclusion, the evaluation conducted in 2004 and the subsequent excavation
seasons of 2005, 2006 and 2007 of Royton Hall, a building of gentry status, throws
light on the development of the gentry and yeoman house in North-West England
during the period 1500 to 1800.
There are no absolute figures for the number of gentry and yeoman halls or the houses
of the manorial lords and freeholders, occupied or built during the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries in North West England. A recent study of the surviving gentry
halls of Cheshire and Lancashire suggested that of a potential 1150 halls occupied in
this period, 165 gentry and yeoman houses in this area had substantial remains from
this period, or roughly 15% of the gentry and yeoman houses occupied in the midseventeenth century. Of these, 64 surviving properties from Greater Manchester have
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been surveyed in detail, around 5% of the total number of the identified halls from
Cheshire and Lancashire (Nevell & Walker 2002). This represents a substantial body
of evidence against which the importance of the excavated remains at Royton Hall
can be judged.
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1. Introduction
1.1

The University of Manchester Archaeological Unit (UMAU) was
commissioned by Royton Local History Society to undertake an archaeological
community excavation at the site of Royton Hall, Royton, Oldham, Greater
Manchester during June 2005, June 2006 and September/October 2007 (Fig. 1).

1.2

The project was designed to involve the community in an appreciation of
Royton’s heritage by setting up and co-ordinating a programme of
encouragement and support to enable local individuals and groups to discover
their local heritage for themselves. This would be achieved using a number of
different activities based on participation in local history trails and a programme
of archaeological excavation. Once the presence of significant in situ remains
had been established by the evaluation trenching of the site during 2004, the
broad aim of the excavation was to investigate, identify and record the origin,
nature and extent of the archaeology present on the site, placing it within its’
local and regional context.

Figure 1: Site location (indicated in red). A reproduction from modern OS mapping, by
permission of the Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s
Stationary Office. All rights reserved. License Number: 0100022765.
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Figure 2: Aerial photograph of the site of Royton Hall showing the area available for
archaeological investigation outlined in red.

1.3

During 2005 a total of 331 children and teachers and 76 adult volunteers
attended and assisted with the archaeological excavation of the site, revealing
the well preserved structural remains of the hall. A total of 596 visitors were
given a tour of the site by members of the Royton Historical Society during the
site excavation and the open weekend attracted over 1031 visitors to the site.
The 2006 excavation saw a rise of the number of adult volunteers who attended
and assisted with the excavation. During this period 85 adults, together with 343
children and teachers, participated in extending our knowledge and
understanding of the site. 521 visitors were given a tour of the site by Royton
Historical Society during the excavation and at the end of the excavation the
open weekend attracted 428 visitors.
The 2007 excavation, smaller in remit to the previous years, attracted a total
number of 63 adult volunteers alongside 368 children and teachers. A total of
775 individuals attended the guided tours throughout the excavations and during
the open weekend.
During the three years of community excavation a number of community based
groups were invited to attend guided tours and participate in the dig, these
included Brook House (sheltered accommodation for learning difficulties), High
Barn Day Care Centre and Age Concern. Undergraduate students from the
University of Manchester Archaeological Department also participated in the
programme of fieldwork.
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1.4

The programme of archaeological works, fieldwork and report was designed
with, and approved by, Robina McNeil, County Archaeologist, (2004-2006) and
the County Archaeologist, Norman Redhead (2007).
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2. Aims and Objectives
2.1

Introduction
The University of Manchester Archaeological Unit worked in partnership
with the Royton Local Historical Society both in the design and
implementation of the archaeological programme of work.
The aim of the initial evaluation was to investigate the archaeological
potential of the site for the undertaking of a community based archaeological
excavation. This work permitted an assessment of the nature and extent of
the surviving archaeology on the site, following the demolition of the hall
and landscaping of the site and established that the below ground conditions
were favourable for a proposed community excavation.

2.2

The Programme of Archaeological Excavation

2.2.1

Following the archaeological evaluation a number of broad aims and
objectives were established for the funded programme of archaeological
investigation:

2.2.2 Develop an understanding of the origin, character and extent of early
activity on the site.
Royton Hall was clearly a major hall as it had 12 hearths liable to tax in 1666,
putting it at the highest end of the social scale. The project provided an
opportunity, through archaeological investigation, to examine and shed light
on the origins of the hall which are at present poorly understood. It is thought
to date back to the thirteenth century, at which time it would have been an
open hall with a hearth and a screens passage and service chambers.
2.2.3

Characterise the chronological development of structures present on the
site.
Royton provided an excellent opportunity not only to look for the earliest hall
site but also to examine the change in lay-out through the centuries, such as
the addition of wings, floors and fireplaces in the seventeenth century to create
more living space and privacy.

2.2.4 Test and further elucidate the nature of the site enabling further phasing
and interpretation of the site.
The evaluation trenches have shown that, whilst the front (south side) of this
structure was cellared (trench 1), archaeological remains survived at a shallow
depth at the northern end of this building (trench 2) and in the adjacent
courtyard. There is considerable potential in these areas to reveal surfaces and
University of Manchester Archaeological Unit
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wall footings relating not only to the seventeenth century hall but to early
building phases as well.
2.2.5

Develop co-operation between the professional archaeological community,
Royton Local Historical Society, Oldham MBC, the local community, adults,
children, individuals and organisations from the public and private sector.
The area proposed as the site for archaeological investigation will provide a
safe working area with considerable archaeological potential which can inform
future excavation strategy. Within this area the cobbled surfaces of the yard,
the wall footings and internal floor surfaces (if they survive) are ideal for
children and local adult volunteers as an introduction to the techniques of
archaeological excavation by, for example, learning to trowel and prepare an
area for photographing and recording.
There is considerable potential for the archaeological excavation to tell a
fascinating story of the way in which the hall changed and adapted over the
centuries; a story with which the local community can engage by their direct
involvement as time detectives. Children will be given an opportunity to learn
how their predecessors lived through the range of artefacts that come out of
the excavation.

2.2.6 Provide data that will demonstrate the educational potential of the site and
an appraisal of the potential for future presentation
The excavations will enable Oldham MBC to examine the potential of future
presentation of the site, such as consolidation of walls and erection of
information boards etc., to create a legacy for the benefit of the local
community.
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3. The Setting
3.1

Location
The site is centred on national grid reference SD 9196 0754, Royton,
Oldham, an area of recreational open space owned by Oldham Metropolitan
Borough Council bounded by Hall Street to the west and Middleton Road,
Shepherd Street and Brookfield Avenue to the north, east and south, (Figs.
1 and 2).

3.2

Topography and Current Land Use

3.2.1

The site lies within and is surrounded by an area of modern urban development
comprising of terraced residential housing and shops to the north, terraced
housing to the east, pre-war terraced council houses to the south and pre-war
semi-detached housing across Hall Street to the west. Current usage of the site is
as a council owned and maintained recreational grassed open space with
occasional tree cover surrounding the perimeter. During the lifetime of the
project two blocks of residential accommodation were constructed to the
immediate east of the site.
The site undulates extensively, remaining relatively flat in the centre and
dropping significantly in height towards the culverted brook to the rear of
Brookfield Avenue to the south. Towards the north the ground level rises gently,
the north-eastern corner of the site containing the remains of a small alcove
under scrub. Undulations within the existing ground surface relate to the
demolition phase and subsequent landscaping of the area in and around the hall,
with structural material spread across the site.

3.2.2

To the south of the alcove and to the east of the main site a disused area of
waste ground exists comprising of a compacted gravelled area. The alcove was
fenced off prior to the 2006 excavations and during that time building of new
residential units occurred. Although no archaeological monitoring of the
development took place, observations from outside the site noted the presence
of structural material associated with the demolition of the hall. This included a
large 0.65m trapezoid keystone and other worked sandstone blocks.

3.2.3

A large stone monument and attached blue memorial plaque are located to the
west of the site and close to the pavement of Hall Street. The base on which the
stone rests provides the temporary benchmark of 155.01m Absolute Ordnance
Datum (AOD).

University of Manchester Archaeological Unit
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3.3

Geology

3.3.1 Solid
The underlying solid geology of the immediate area, mapped by the OS
Geological Survey (sheet 85) comprises carboniferous middle coal
measures (bedrock 1:625000 mapping, British Geological Survey, June
2005.
http://www.bgs.ac.uk/magazine/geology/home.html

3.3.2 Drift
The underlying drift geology of the immediate area, as mapped by the OS
Geological Survey (sheet 85), consists of glacial sands and gravels to the
north of Brookfield Avenue and glacial boulder clay to the south. The area
of Royton is locally famous for the quality of its fine red glacial sand
(superficial 1:625000 mapping, British Geological Survey, June 2005).
http://www.bgs.ac.uk/magazine/geology/home.html

3.4

Archaeological and Historical Background

3.4.1 Prehistoric
No prehistoric finds are known from the immediate area. However the
topographical position of the site and in particular the proximity of the site to
the foothills of the Pennines may provide a slim prospect of Prehistoric
activity. However, given the later urban development within the immediate
area, the probability of any archaeological evidence surviving from this
period is considered to be low. Regionally, evidence for the Mesolithic
period of c.10,000 to 5,500 years ago comes from the nearby Pennine moors,
which would have consisted of scrubby woodland and heath where clearings
would have attracted grazing animals. Evidence in this area is usually in the
form of flint tools recovered from beneath the blanket peat deposits revealed
by erosion caused by industrial pollution and drainage. The lowlands of
south-east Lancashire have revealed only occasional Mesolithic flint finds,
reflecting either a lack of prehistoric activity or more likely the high level of
urban and industrial development.
The Neolithic period, c.4500 to 2000 BC brought the first settlers who
farmed the landscape of Britain. Within the immediate area of Royton there
is relatively little evidence of this. The archaeological record for the period
consists mainly of chance finds of adzes, axes and flint tools. Within the
uplands this is represented by a number of finds of leaf-shaped and tranverse
flint arrowheads. Locally, Neolithic flints have been identified at Prestwich,
Kersal Moor and Radcliffe E’es.
Within the early Bronze Age c.2000 to 1500 BC the climatic conditions
become more favourable, resulting in an increase in farming and more
permanent settlements. Archaeologically, within the area there are a number
University of Manchester Archaeological Unit
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of funerary monuments and burial sites such as ring cairns and barrows for
example Lowhouse, Milnrow and Snoddle Hill, Littleborough. The most
important settlement discovered within the area is represented by a number
of circular and rectangular buildings overlooking a ford across the Bolin at
Manchester Airport. Artefacts recovered appear to indicate a substantial
farming community. The decrease in climatic conditions within the Middle
Bronze Age corresponds with the decrease in the number of find spots and
funerary sites, suggesting a population decline due to the subsequent
decrease in farming. Evidence for this period is very sparse, the closest
being the promontory sites of Great Woolden Hall and Castlesteads. Iron
Age finds are also sparse, two metal objects are known from the area, from
Manchester and Littleborough and occasional finds of carved stone heads
have been noted (Farrer and Brownbill 1911).
3.4.2 Roman
The Roman army arrived in the area during the 70s AD to an open and
cultivated landscape, with farmsteads located along the river valleys and
defended hilltop enclosures on the uplands. Evidence for the subsequent
road system and occupation which ensued can be found at the fort of
Melandra and a connecting road to Manchester, and from Manchester to the
fort at Castleshaw (Oldham). Manchester itself was a focal point within the
region, with a fort erected in AD 78 on raised ground overlooking the
confluence of the rivers Medlock and Irwell, alongside which grew the vicus
(civilian settlement).
No villas, indicative of large, managed estates, have been identified in the
area, indicating the possibility that the settlement might have continued in
the pre-Roman form of dispersed farmsteads dependant upon a pastoral
economy. The only Roman finds associated with the immediate area are the
discovery of a few “Roman and Anglo Saxon Coins” mentioned in Varleys
Royton Annual (1900 – 1930), the location of the coins or the findspots
remain unknown. However, once more the topographical position of the site,
and in particular the proximity of the site to the foothills of the Pennines,
may provide a slim prospect of Roman activity. However, given the later
urban development within the surrounding area, the probability of any
archaeological evidence surviving from this period is considered to be low.
3.4.3 Medieval and Post Medieval
The precise origins of Royton Hall are uncertain; however documentary
evidence shows that in 1212 the Royton estate was owned by a thane, William,
son of William. Immediately prior to 1246 the estate was leased to Alice de
Byrun (Stott 2001). In 1246 the Byrun family leased the ‘entire town’ of Royton
to Roger Gernet to farm, the estate being restored to the Byrun family as Rodger
de Byron (the surname Byrun/Byron has many differing forms and spellings
throughout the documentary sources) became of age and remained within the
family until the early to mid-seventeenth century. The Byrons were originally
tenants, with the Lutterells being Lords of the Manor until the 1400's. The
University of Manchester Archaeological Unit
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precise date the Byrons were officially granted the title of the manor remains
unknown.
The Byruns remained an important family both within the region and nationally.
Sir John Byron, ex-Governor of York, was appointed Conservator of the Peace
for Lancashire in 1286-7 and Sheriff of Yorkshire between 1293 and 1300. Free
warren and chase of the demise lands within Royton was obtained by his son,
John de Byron, from King Edward in 1282 in recognition for his assistance
during the wars in Scotland. He went on to hold various highly responsible
positions during Edwards reign. Sir John’s eldest son, Richard de Biron,
succeeded in 1316 and later represented the County of Lincoln in Parliament.
By 1441 Sir John Byron, the High Sheriff of Lancashire inherited the estate of
Royton, passing these on to Nicholas, again High Sheriff of Lancashire, as was
his son and grandson Sir John Byron, who inherited the estate in 1504. John
Byron was knighted in 1579 and became High Sheriff of the County Palatine
and Deputy Sheriff of Lancashire. His third son, also John, inherited the estate
in 1603 and was made a Knight of the Bath at the king’s coronation. He cofounded Oldham Grammar school in 1606 and moved the family seat to
Newstead Abbey in Nottinghamshire. His son John inherited and became
Lieutenant of the Tower of London and was created Lord Byron, Baron of
Rochdale in 1643.
Subsidy rolls indicate that the hall was sold to the Standish family in 1622. It
would appear that the hall was then resold to Richard and Thomas Percival,
wealthy linen manufacturers, in 1662. Thomas was succeeded by his son
Richard in 1687. Thomas Percival, a local magistrate, inherited in 1721, and the
ownership of the hall remained in the Percival family, marrying into the
Pickfords, until 1795 when Joseph Pickford inherited and took the name of
Radcliffe before being created a baronet in 1813.
The introduction of cotton manufacture, in particular the weaving and cutting
of fustians, resulted in the rapid growth and development of the village of
Royton. By the mid-eighteenth century a fulling mill had been constructed
on the River Irk and three woollen manufacturers were established in the
township. By 1772 the population had grown from around 250 in 1666 to
1,105, many of whom lived in the small village. The Victoria History of
Lancashire describes Royton c.1780 as ‘containing only a few straggling and
mean-built cottages’ (Farrer & Brownbill 1911, 112).
The development of the textile industry within the local area saw an increase
in population by 1801 to 2,710 (Law 1999, 36). They were predominantly
employed within the textile industry, directly and indirectly associated with
the five water-powered and four horse-powered mills in the town at this
time. The initial manufacturing of wool soon became replaced with that of
cotton, along with the expansion of local coal mining. The 1811 census
records 3,910 occupants within Royton, which had risen to 6,974 by 1851
(Law 1999, 36).
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During the later nineteenth century the village of Royton expanded rapidly in
line with its growing importance within the textile industry, whereas the
importance of Royton Hall to the local community declined rapidly. In
recognition of Royton’s development as a new industrial town it was granted
a local board in 1863 which in 1894 became an urban district council (Farrer
& Brownbill 1911, 112; Law 1999, 168-9). In 1901 Royton’s population was
14,881 and by 1910 had climbed to over 17,000, the majority of whom were
dependent on the 39 textile mills within the new industrial town.
3.4.4

Royton Hall
Examination of photographic evidence taken during the demolition of the
building in 1939 revealed the discovery of a portion of wattle and daub walling
indicating probable late medieval origins for at least part of the historic
structure. Prior to the excavation, little was known about the origins of the
earliest building erected on the site. The eastern-most addition to the hall is
believed to have been constructed during the Elizabethan era (1558-1603).
Documentary evidence shows that this must have been prior to 1585, when Sir
John Byron, owner of the hall, made it into his family residence. More recent
evidence would appear to suggest that this wing was Jacobean in origin (16031625). In 1664 the hall is recorded as having has 12 hearths, making it one of
the biggest residences in the whole of the Hundred of Salford (Farrer &
Brownbill 1911, 112).
Following the construction of the Georgian section of the house by the
Percival family in 1758, the hall underwent multiple alterations and
additions. The first occurred immediately after high winds in 1790 which
sent two large, eighteen foot chimneys falling through the roof and into the
cellars.
In 1795 the structure of the hall was described as a… ‘firm, well built stone
edifice of ancient date, remarkable for an uncommonly strong and heavy
round staircase, like that of a church but more massy’ (Farrer & Brownbill
1911, 114). The estate park was allowed to become increasingly more
wooded and abandoned, in favour of extensive and well cultivated gardens.
In that same year the hall was leased. In the 1830’s the new turnpike road cut
through the halls extensive park, which was already divided into hedged
fields and farmed by the principal leasers of the hall.
The hall was leased to the farmer John Fritton during the late 1830's and
farmer Travis until the 1880's and by 1891 it had been split into three
separate residences, parts being later used as a church institute and a doctor’s
surgery. During the First World War the hall housed Belgian refugees and
during the interwar years was used as a home and surgery by Dr. J. T.
Godfrey. The hall was sold by the Radcliffe family in 1922, with the
exception of the oak floor and mantle piece in the ballroom and the oak
staircase and panelling, which was sold in April 1926. The hall was
converted into apartments in its final years and demolished in February 1939.
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4. Methodology
4.1

Introduction
The programme of archaeological works was conducted in three main phases
following an initial evaluation of the site, each annual phase of community
archaeological excavation involving local primary schools and adult
volunteers. Originally the project was designed to be completed within a
period of two years, but the success of the project during this period and the
extent and nature of the archaeological remains encouraged members of
Royton Local Historical Society to successfully organise and apply for
funding for a third and final year of investigation.
The main excavation of Royton Hall during the 2005 season began on the
6th of July and continued until 5th August. The 2006 season started on the
19th June and continued until 29th July. The 2007 season of excavation
began on the 10th September and continued until the 17th October.

4.2

Evaluation
The evaluation consisted of a one day exploration of the site using a six
tonne tracked excavating machine with a 1.6m wide ditching bucket
supervised by Adam Thompson (UMAU) and Robina McNeil (County
Archaeologist) on the 15th October 2004. Three separate areas were
excavated down to the in situ archaeology to evaluate the potential for
surviving archaeological remains associated with Royton Hall and assess
their suitability for a community led excavation aimed at both adults and
children (Fig. 10).
This work was initiated by Royton Local Historical Society in preparation
for the Local Heritage Initiative bid submitted and approved in 2005.

4.3

Community Excavation

4.3.1 During the main periods of excavation in 2005, 2006 and 2007, open area
trenches were located over the remains of the hall using a tracked
mechanical excavator to remove the uppermost layer of topsoil/dark brown
loam subsoil common to the site. This layer contained a variety of
unstratified artefacts ranging in date from modern plastics to nineteenth
century pottery.
Beneath this layer the post-demolition remains of the hall were revealed
extending across the site. A second stage of mechanical excavation removed
this layer to expose the underlying archaeology which was then manually
University of Manchester Archaeological Unit
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cleaned, photographed and recorded by volunteers under professional
supervision.
During the excavation, all identified finds were recovered, bagged and their
contexts noted. A team of trained volunteers then checked the contexts,
washed the pottery and provided preliminary assessment and identification.
After the excavation had finished finds processing and a final assessment
was conducted by Ruth Garratt (UMAU).
The ware types and fabrics were examined by eye and sorted into ware groups
on the basis of fabric, glaze and decorative technique. An estimation of the
range of forms was based on sherd profile and diagnostic features such as rim
and base fragments.
Due to the unexpected level of survival of the structural remains of the hall it
was necessary to conduct additional machine excavation within targeted
areas of the site to establish a safe working environment for staff and
volunteers. During this additional phase of machine excavation particular
care was taken to establish separate working areas for the adult volunteers
defined on site by the erection of semi-permanent fencing. Personal
protective equipment was required to be worn by all.
All archaeological structures and features encountered during the excavation
were recorded in measured plan at 1:20 scale and elevation/section at a scale
of 1:10. All drawings were annotated with context numbers and were
individually recorded on pro-forma UMAU context record sheets.
All archaeological remains were photographed in both colour and black and
white slide film and digital formats.
Following the completion of the archaeological record all excavated areas
were covered in 5mm thick Terram matting, designed to identify and protect
the remains against potential damage during backfilling and possible reexcavation (Fig. 81). The site was then mechanically backfilled and
landscaped by Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council Parks and
Countryside Department under the supervision of UMAU staff.
4.3.2 Children’s excavation: (Figs. 74,75, 79 and 80)
Once established as a viable project, Rob Isherwood (Educational
Archaeologist) conducted a series of talks to the classes of primary and
secondary schoolchildren within the local area who had been approached to
attend the excavation. The school visits were aimed at developing a working
relationship between the schools, with the excavation and understanding of
the local heritage as focal points.
This initiative resulted in the establishment of a working group comprising
of site personnel and teachers to aid in the introduction of an archaeological
element within the local history segment of Key Stage II. In accepting local
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school children into the project it was expected that they would benefit and
learn from the history and heritage of their local area.
The school visits followed the format of developing an understanding of
what archaeology is and what archaeologists do, prior to going on the site.
Sessions were designed around the handling of artefacts and subsequent
interpretation, with analysis of what can be learned from the material
recovered from archaeological sites.
In preparation for the schoolchildren’s visits and prior to volunteer
excavations, each season of archaeological work was initially machine
stripped using a 3 tonne tracked machine with a 0.50m wide ditching bucket.
With the assistance of volunteers from the Royton Local Historical Society
an area was established for the schoolchildren separate from the main area of
the site.
Visits were limited to 30 children at any one time and they were split into
three groups. The first group participated in the excavation of the site,
supervised by two UMAU staff. The second group was taken on a local
history and heritage trail by volunteers from the Royton Local Historical
Society and the third group participated in finds washing and artefact
illustration, again supervised by Royton Local Historical Society volunteers.
After a period of 45 minutes the groups rotated so that in each half day every
child had participated in all three activities.
During the 2005 season the visits lasted for a period of five days during
which over 300 children participated in the excavation of the site. In 2006
the schools programme lasted for seven days and included over 340 children.
In 2007 the schools excavation concluded over 6 days and included over 323
children and 45 teachers and assistants.
4.3.3 Adult excavation: (Figs. 72 and 73)
The adult excavation consisted of two weeks of volunteer archaeology
during the 2005 season, two and a half weeks during the 2006 season and
two weeks during the 2007 season. Every volunteer was inducted upon
arrival to the site covering issues such as site health and safety, site history
and archaeological procedures. Whilst on site the volunteers were instructed
in the archaeological techniques of excavation and recording, with the aim of
allowing a greater amount of independence during subsequent years.
Throughout the excavation visitors (including Michael Meacher, the
Member of Parliament for Oldham West and Royton, and local mayors)
were taken on guided tours of the site by members of the Royton Local
Historical Society. Members of the press were also invited to cover the
excavations, which resulted in coverage in the local papers, (The Oldham
Chronicle and Advertiser) and on GMR Radio, BBC Look Northwest and
Channel M Television.
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At the end of each excavation an open weekend was organised to allow
interested people from Royton and the surrounding area to appreciate the
results and understand the significance of the work carried out during each
successive year (Figs. 76 - 78).
4.4

The archive
The archive for the archaeological works (report, photographs, digital archive
and site drawings) are presently deposited with the University of Manchester
Archaeology Unit, Mansfield Cooper Building, Oxford Road, University of
Manchester M13 9PL.
The finds recovered from the site are currently deposited with the Royton Local
Historical Society.
A copy of this report will be deposited with Greater Manchester Sites and
Monuments Record, Mansfield Cooper Building, University of Manchester.
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5. Results and Conclusions
5.1

Introduction

5.1.1

In this report all fills and layers are in rounded brackets (002) and features/cuts
are in square brackets [001]. Features will be named and denoted by their
principal cut number.

5.1.2

The natural geology encountered across the entire extent of the site is a light
red brown fine sand containing no inclusions (042). No excavations were
conducted in areas identified as a boulder clay natural deposit (OS Geological
Survey sheet 85).

5.2

2004 Evaluation

5.2.1

During 2004 targeted areas of the site were investigated to determine the
nature, depth and extent of the surviving archaeology and natural deposits
across the site. A total of three trenches were machine excavated to a
maximum depth of 2m to expose the underlying remains. Numbered 1 to 3,
the trenches were rapidly examined and where relevant contexts given and a
record made photographically and in sketch section and plan (Fig.10).
This work confirmed the presence and location of in situ structural fabric
associated with the hall and the nature of the below ground deposits across the
site.

5.2.2

Evaluation trench 1: (Figs. 22-24)
Trench 1 measured approximately 5m north-south and 3m east-west and was
positioned to investigate the southern wing of the hall. Excavation revealed the
well preserved structural remains of external walls, a doorway and window.
Built using Saddleworth millstone grit adjoining walls (078) and (079)
were of the same phase of construction. Both faces of the wall were one
stone thick, roughly hand squared and constructed using blocks
measuring between 0.30m x 0.10m x 0.20m and 0.25m x 0.50m x 0.35m.
The walls were strengthened with the addition of an internal rubble core
and bonded by a clay based mortar. Wall (078) was exposed for a length
of 1.50m and a height of 0.50m. The width and base of the wall was not
revealed during the excavation of the trench.
A 0.90mwide doorway characterised by two stone chamfered jambs was
located abutting wall (079) at a distance of 0.40m from the northern
extent of the building.
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To the immediate west of the doorway the wall continued following an
east-west alignment. Exposed within this wall was the base sill of a
three-light mullioned window.
No ceramic artefacts or datable material was recovered from this trench.
5.2.3

Evaluation trench 2: (Fig. 26)
Trench 2 measured 1m in width and 5m in length and was positioned across
the northern wing of the hall following a north-south alignment. Identified
c.0.20m below the present ground surface was the remains of an in situ
‘brought to course’ rubble stone wall (027). The wall had a similar
construction to those observed within trench 1 and comprised of irregular
sized blocks of hand-cut Saddleworth millstone grit laid to form rough
courses levelled to the height of the larger more regular stone ‘quoins’
inserted within the walls. Bonded together with clay, the size of the
roughly hewn stones varied between 0.20m x 0.10m x 0.10m to 0.40m x
0.48m x 0.32m. No artefacts or datable material was recovered from this
trench. The main excavation trench during 2005 was located over this
feature.

5.2.4

Evaluation trench 3: (Fig. 25)
Trench 3 was designed to assess the western extent and survival of the hall.
The irregular “U” shaped trench measured 1.20m in width and extended
13.50m in a south-easterly direction with two “arms” of the trench extending a
further c 5m in an easterly direction. The trench identified no archaeological
remains. At a depth of 0.25m natural sand (042) was identified. Three
sondages were excavated within the trench to a depth of 1.50mThis activity
confirmed both the absence of archaeological layers/features within the trench
and the nature of the sand within this area of the site.

5.3

The Community Excavations 2005, 2006 and 2007

5.3.1

Following the successful outcome of the site evaluation and confirmation of a
grant from The Heritage Lottery Fund, a two year community archaeological
investigation of the site commenced during the summer of 2005. A third year
of excavation was conducted during 2007, funded by The National Lottery
Awards for All, Royton Community Council and Asda.
Archaeologically, the project permitted for the first time a detailed
examination of the origin and in situ structural remains of the hall
recording the frequent periods of remodelling, alteration, and extension.
During the excavation many, often disparate, archaeological features were
identified through the work of the archaeologists and community volunteers.
Fortunately these could, in most cases, be dated and placed within a
generalised chronologically phased scheme based upon the architectural
characteristic of the building remains, the material used for construction, the
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relative stratigraphic position of certain structures and the finds recovered
from particular features and fills. Through the use of these complimentary
techniques the relative phasing of the archaeological remains could be placed
into six broad phases of construction and alteration, possibly spanning from
the late fifteenth century to the early twentieth century.
The following section presents a relative phased summary of the results
based on our current understanding of both the archaeology present on
the site and the historical development of Royton Hall. For the purposes
of the archive and this section of the report the site has been divided into seven
different areas (as follows) and the features and structures have been separated
into approximate phases of development, the earliest described first (Figs. 1520).
•

Area A - incorporates all negative archaeological features identified
north of the structural remains relating to the hall.

•

Area B - the centrally located courtyard.

•

Area C - all of the structural remains associated with the hall. The
remains of the hall are further sub-divided into particular rooms and
structures (A-P). Features A-I were uncovered during the 2005
excavation season and (J-P) were uncovered during the 2006 season,
and (Q-W) during the 2007 season.

•

Area D - evaluation trench 1.

•

Area E - evaluation trench 2.

•

Area F - evaluation trench 3.

•

Area G - evaluation trench excavated during the 2006 and extended
during the 2007 season.

5.3.2 Phase I: Late Fifteenth to Early Sixteenth Century:
A small assemblage of unstratified medieval pottery recovered during 2006
represents the earliest evidence for activity on the site (Figs. 82-85). Although
inconclusive this may be indicative of occupation on the site dating from the
fourteenth century onwards.
The earliest surviving fabric is represented by the in situ structural
remains uncovered during the 2005 and 2007 seasons dating to possibly
the fifteenth/early sixteenth century. The provisional dating of the remains
was established through building typologies and construction techniques
rather than artifactual evidence. No remains of a similar date were noted
during 2006.
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Comprising of walls (023) and (027) these have been interpreted as possibly
representing the truncated remains of a late medieval hall complex. The
opening in the centre of the north-south aligned wall (027) appears to have
been an original feature representing an entrance into the building.
A north-south aligned wall (306) similar in construction to walls (023) and
(027) represents further early activity on the site. Excavtion during 2007
established that a significant portion of this structure was demolished during
an expansion of the building to the south and east during later phases of
construction. The truncation of the walls by later activity has removed the
evidence and resulted in the stratigraphic relationship of walls (023), (027)
and (306) remaining unclear.
Walls (023), (027): (Figs. 26-29)
Located within the north-eastern corner of the site three portions of
stone wall have been identified as forming part of the same structure
(023) and (027). The walls had a visible width of 0.86m and extended in
length 4.01m east-west (023) and 5.90m north-south (027).Located at
the junction of walls (023) and (027) in the north-western corner of the
structure, a 1.08m wide opening was observed which probably
represents an original doorway into the building blocked at a later date
by the insertion of a stone wall of which a small portion survives in situ
(036).
The well preserved ‘brought to course’ rubble stone walls were
constructed from hand-cut Saddleworth millstone grit comprising of
irregular shaped and sized blocks of stone laid to form rough courses
and levelled to coincide with the height of the larger more regular
inserted stone ‘quoins’. Bonded together with clay, the size of the
roughly hewn stones varies between 0.20m x 0.10m x 0.10m and 0.40m
x 0.48m x 0.32m. Both the internal and external faces of all the walls
had roughly built flat surfaces and contained a centrally positioned solid
clay packed rubble stone infill measuring 0.15m in width. The walls
survived to a visible height of up to three courses above the internally
laid stone flagged floor level (028) and five courses to foundation level
externally.
Doorway/ Entrance: (Fig. 29)
Within the north-south aligned wall the doorway/entrance had been
changed during its period of use. Excavation revealed that the original
arrangement of the doorway was square in nature and survived at a
depth of 0.15m below flagged floor (028). Above the floor surface
alterations to the southern side of the entrance created an angled
doorway possibly during the phase 2 alterations to the building.
Wall (306): (Fig. 30 and 32)
Identified during the re-excavation and extension over the porch area
towards the north-eastern corner of the building (Area A), wall (306)
survived as three separate but associated parts, measuring 3.61m long
and 0.32m wide. The ‘brought to course’ rubble stone wall was
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constructed from hand-cut Saddleworth millstone grit stone, comprising
of irregular shaped and sized blocks of stone laid to form rough courses
and levelled to coincide with the height of the larger more regular
inserted stone ‘quoins’. Bonded together with clay, the size of the
roughly hewn stones varied between 0.20m x 0.10m x 0.10m and 0.30m
x 0.28m x 0.22m. The eastern and western faces of the wall had roughly
built flat surfaces and contained compact clay packed rubble stone infill
measuring 0.15m in width.
The northern-most section measured 0.79m long and the middle 0.32m
long. Both segments had been dissected by a 0.40m wide east-west
aligned twentieth century pipe trench [337]. The southern section
measured 1.62m long, tapering in width to 0.23m to its’ southern extent.
The uncovered remains of the wall were either one or two courses deep,
having been laid directly onto the natural sand as a foundation (042).
The portion between the middle and the southern segments had been
truncated for the addition of a Phase IV wall (351). The northern extent
of the wall had been truncated with the construction of Phase III walls;
(305) butting up to the northern face and (304) butting up to the western
face.
It remains unknown which face of wall (306) remains the interior or
exterior face. Although similar in construction to walls (023) and (027)
and likely to have been from not only a similar phase but also the same
building, any relationship between the two walls was not visible due to
the construction of Phase II wall (056) located to the south.

5.3.3 Phase II: Mid-Late Sixteenth Century
The nature of the hall during this phase changed significantly with the
expansion of the hall to the south and west, creating an “L”shaped stone hall
with cellar space beneath a new eastern wing (rooms B, C and P), an
impressive staircase tower (057) and an external flagged courtyard.
The construction of wall (050) on exactly the same alignment as that of the
Phase I wall (027) indicated a desire to reuse as much of the existing structure
as possible during this phase of expansion. The corresponding parallel wall
(056), together with the southern gable end identified in evaluation trench 1
provided evidence for the full extent of the main building during this second
phase of activity.
Initial interpretation of the Phase II remains suggests that the cellar space
would originally have been a large single room, with three cellar lights to the
east and two to the west. In order to gain access to the cellar, walls (032) and
(034) and a flight of stone steps (035) were added opposite the original Phase
I doorway. The position of the cellar windows also suggests that in order for
light to penetrate, the level of the surrounding ground must have been
significantly lower than at the present day, with a difference of c.1.30m. This
is supported by evidence elsewhere on the site which showed that the original
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ground surface within the courtyard was later raised to the level on which the
first hall was constructed. It seems likely that the original ground surface on
which the hall was built sloped steeply, the northern end of the site being
higher than that of the south.
The second phase of expansion shifted the entrance and focus of the building
to the west. In doing this the oldest part of the hall was flanked by a new
building and emphasis was placed upon the architecture of the new front
façade.
Wall (050): (Fig. 33)
Constructed from Saddleworth millstone grit, the north-south aligned
wall comprised of roughly hand squared stone blocks which measured
between 0.30m x 0.10m x 0.20m and 0.25m x 0.50m x 0.35m in size.
Initially exposed during 2005 the wall measured 0.56m in width and was
contained within cut [067]. Initially revealed at a height of 155.52m
AOD, the base of the wall rested at a height of 154.50m AOD. The
internal and external faces of the wall were one stone thick cut or
dressed on the face and sides to form a wall of regular coursed
appearance with a central rubble core. The wall was bonded by a clay
based mortar.
Excavation during 2006 confirmed a continuation of the wall from
trench 1 (excavated in 2004) towards the area excavated during 2005.
The wall followed the same north-south alignment for a distance of
6.50m to the south of the circular staircase, measured 1m in width and
survived to a height of 2.15m. To the immediate south of the staircase
tower was a 1.40m wide gap for a doorway between rooms J and P. The
base of the doorway was not exposed due to the requirements of health
and safety. The southern limit of the wall was defined by a protruding
mason dressed stone door jamb containing the remains of two iron
hinges. The wall continued in an easterly direction to form the southern
external wall of the building. A total length of 3.50m in length of this
wall was uncovered.
Cellar Lights (048) and (049): (Fig. 33)
Wall (050) contained two original cellar lights open towards the
courtyard to the west (048) and (049). Both cellar lights were
subsequently blocked with matching stonework to that of wall (050)
during the next phase of development. The cellar lights were 0.94m in
width by 0.86m height and were surrounded by two large stone blocks
on either side supporting a 0.10m thick stone lintel.
Wall (056): (Figs. 29 and 42)
Following a parallel alignment to wall (050) and built using the same
materials, the wall formed the eastern extent of the same building. The
distance between the two walls was 6.15m with the difference in floor
levels between those found in room A and room B c.2.50m.
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Visible internally within walls (056) and (050) at a level of 154.39m
AOD, c.3.90m apart were five truss sockets which measured 0.34m in
width by 0.20m in height. Within each socket were the fragmentary
remains of the original oak beams in a state of significant decay.
Within wall (056) at a distance of 3.07m from wall (054) the remains of
the upper portion of a large chimney was identified. The void for the
chimney flue measured 0.67m in width and 0.58m in depth. Towards the
limit of the excavated area the fireplace opened out and increased in size
in all directions.
Windows (074), (075) and (077): (Fig. 42)
Within wall (056) were three windows, (074), (075) and (077).The
chamfered base sill of a two-light mullioned window was exposed 0.50m
to the north of brick wall (054) at a height of 154.22m AOD (074). The
structure retained a significant portion of the original rolled glass and
measured 0.92m in width, 0.80m in height and 0.42m in depth with three
vertical iron bars added into each opening.
The remaining windows (074) and (077) were also located within the
eastern wall of room B. The northernmost window (074) was
significantly less well preserved than the other two, with the main
support lintel missing and the stone blocks of the wall above tilting
inwards due to the instability of the remaining structure caused by the
demolition of the building. The recesses were chamfered outwards
towards the room, plastered and lacking any window glass. The recess at
its greatest extent measured 0.80m in width and was exposed to a height
of 0.30m and 0.56m in depth, with a rubble fill. The central window
(077) measured 0.80m in width and was exposed to a height of 0.42m
and measured 0.52m in depth with no stone lintel. No mullions were
found in situ, indicating the window underwent a period of
reconstruction. The glass within the window was of a later date to that
identified within (074).
Walls (034) and (032), Steps (035): (Figs. 38 and 39)
Access to the newly created cellar space (rooms B, C and P) was
achieved through a corridor and steps, opposite the northern porch
entrance, (room G). Wall (034) abuts the similarly constructed east-west
aligned wall (032), a coursed rubble stone wall made from medium sized
blocks of Saddleworth millstone grit. Towards the top of the internal
face of (034), at a level of 154.59m AOD, a row of five small square
beam sockets were identified. Spaced at regular intervals of 0.25m apart,
each measured 0.15m by 0.15m and in the majority of these beam
sockets were the remains of timber floor joists in a state of significant
decay.
A test pit was excavated by machine in the north-western corner of room
B, using walls (050) and (032) as the northern and western extents. Both
walls were found to descend 2.90m below the top of the exposed walls
and were built upon a one course wide stone foundation which in turn
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was constructed directly on top of natural sand (042). No flagged floor
of the basement was identified, presumably removed prior to demolition.
Excavation of this area revealed eight steps (035) which descended into
room B. Retained by the north-south aligned walls (034) and (056), the
steps measured 1.60m by 0.25m, with two blocks of stone forming each
step. The base of the flight of steps was not fully exposed during the
excavation.
Wall (063)
Aligned roughly east-west the wall was only partially uncovered during
the 2005 excavation and ran into the south-western corner of the trench.
Because only the surface of the wall was uncovered its depth and form
remained unknown, but it appeared to be of similar construction to that
of wall (050). The 2006 excavation showed the wall to be tied into the
south-western corner of the staircase tower aligned in an east-west
direction for a distance of 1.30m and surviving to a height of 0.72m. The
western end of the wall was tied into wall (156).
Constructed from Saddleworth millstone grit, the internal and external
faces of the wall comprised of roughly hand-squared stone, cut or
dressed on the face and sides to form a wall of regular coursed
appearance bonded with clay based mortar. The varied shaped and sized
stone blocks were between 0.30m x 0.10m x 0.20m and 0.25m x 0.50m x
0.35m.
Staircase Tower (057): (Figs. 35-37)
The truncated remains of a stone built externally square shaped tower,
was excavated during both 2005 and 2006 (057). Contained by cut [067]
the tower contained the remains of a circular spiral staircase.
The structural evidence suggests that the staircase tower was constructed
at the same time as wall (050) and other walls constructed during the
second phase expansion of the hall. The walls forming the tower ranged
in width between 0.44m and 1.40m, creating an impressive addition to
the hall which measured 3.45m by 4.63m and which, using archive
photographic evidence extended to the full height of the main hall roof.
Internally the base of the staircase rested at a height of 153.44 AOD on
stone flags similar in nature to surface (028). Sitting on top of these
were the remains of two rectangular stone steps measuring 0.40m by
0.20m in height. The staircase was constructed using a mixture of stone
and clay rubble (058) and a stone-built retaining wall constructed from
‘brought to course’ rough cut blocks of Saddleworth millstone grit
(060). The wall butted the internal face of the staircase tower (057) and
extended to the centre of the tower. It had a width of 0.38m and survived
to a height of 0.87m. Positioned centrally at the base of the tower was a
large square stone which measured 0.32m x 0.32m x 0.20m. Extending
vertically from the centre of the stone was a small 0.02m 2 holding pin.
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An entrance, located to the south of the staircase, was 1.43m in width. A
small wall surviving to a height a height of 0.12m (two courses)
extended across the entrance (080). Remnants of a 0.05m thick white
washed fine lime based plaster survived on the internal face of the
staircase tower. (064).
The Courtyard: (Figs. 33, 43 and 45)
Following the machine excavated removal of the post demolition
material that covered the area (025) and (081) the archaeological
evidence for the remains of the courtyard was exposed. Beneath these
layers which had a combined thickness of c.0.55m and comprised of
angular fragments of millstone grit within a matrix of brown silty sand
the naturally deposited sands were revealed at a height of 154.50m AOD
(042). Visible across this layer as excavated was the ‘impression’ of the
original stone flagged surface caused by natural leaching between the in
situ flags. This indicated that on average the size of the stone flags used
measured 0.45m by 0.60m and that all had been removed prior to raising
the ground levels within this area of the site.
Walls (156) and (190): (Figs. 36 and 37)
During 2006 excavation uncovered further remains of the southern wing
concentrating on the area immediately to the south of the staircase tower
(room J). Walls (156) and (190) were fully exposed together with the
remains of an early drainage system that dissected this part of the site.
Orientated north-south and tied into wall (063), wall (156) was 4.60m in
length. The wall survived to a height of 1.64m and the southern extent
of the wall formed a buttress 1.40m square. This latter feature formed
what was originally the southern extent of a centrally positioned
mullioned window, which had subsequently been removed and inserted
towards the southern end of wall (190).
Constructed using Saddleworth millstone grit, the stone blocks varied in
size between 0.30m x 0.10m x 0.20m and 0.25m x 0.50m x 0.35m. The
stone was roughly hand squared to form a wall of regular coursed
appearance bonded using a clay based mortar. The internal and external
faces of the wall were one stone thick, of which only the facing stone
was dressed.
Wall (190) formed the southern extent of room J and was orientated
east-west. The remains of a doorway with in situ dressed door jambs
was revealed between the eastern end of wall (190) and north-south
aligned wall (050) onto which the iron door hinges were positioned.
Located within the space between the two walls were a number of
roughly hewn oblong shaped stone paving slabs (183). Wall (190)
survived to a height of 1.35m and was constructed in a similar fashion to
all other walls built during this phase. The damaged remains of a threelight mullioned window were also revealed. These comprised of a stone
sill which measured 0.35m in width, was straight chamfered and
constructed in two parts, 1.30m and 0.50m in length. Positioned at each
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end of the sill was a stone upright with a recess to hold leaded glass. A
significant amount of glass was recovered, some in situ and a vast
amount in the surrounding fills. The letters ‘CA’ were carved into the
southern sill. This inscription has been interpreted as probably
representing graffiti rather than an original stone masons mark. The
upper portion of the window did not survive the demolition of the
building.
Drains (148), (153) and (161)
Drain (148) was located within the northern part of room J and aligned
east-west. Its path ran through the doorway in wall (050) and directly
below the foundations of wall (156). Constructed from roughly hewn
sandstone blocks and overlain by randomly sized sandstone flags the
drain was situated beneath the partial remains of a stone flagged floor
(186).The drain ran directly into another drain, (153), as indicated by the
direction of the slope of the base of the drain. Drain (153) was
constructed in a similar fashion to (148).Orientated north-south the drain
ran underneath wall (153) to the south and continued for an unknown
extent to the north. It is possible to conclude that the remains of the
drain do not continue into the inner courtyard (Area B).
Drain (161) was situated on the southern side of wall (190) and therefore
on the outside of the building. The form and construction is similar to
(148), but constructed from larger material. Orientated east-west the
drain sloped downward to the west. A 4m length was exposed during the
excavation with both ends of the exposed drain extending beneath
unexcavated areas of the site.

5.3.4 Phase III: Early Seventeenth Century
During this period the hall was extended with the construction of
additional space to the both the north and south west, substantially
increasing the internal living space. Walls (192) and (193) extended the
hall to the south west with the addition of another room and fireplace
(room K).
The construction of wall (044) allowed for a northern wing of the hall to be
added, turning the hall into a large “U”shaped, quasi-court yarded complex.
The addition of walls (304) and (305) located in the north-east corner of the
site respect the alignment of Phase I wall (306) and may represent a phase of
rebuilding or structural strengthening of this part the hall complex.
Walls (192) and (193): (Figs. 49 and 56)
Stone wall (192) followed the same alignment as wall (190) being
constructed using the same materials and using a similar method, with
variations noted only at foundation level. The length of surviving wall
was 4.95m. The western extent of the structure possessed an external
pilaster. Made from Saddleworth millstone grit, the stone blocks which
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formed the wall ranged in size between 0.30m x 0.10m x 0.20m and
0.25m x 0.50m x 0.35m. The stone was roughly hand squared, cut or
dressed on the face and sides to form a wall of regular coursed
appearance bonded by a clay based mortar. The internal and external
faces of the wall were one stone thick, of which only the facing stone
was dressed, with a central rubble core. Inserted into the wall at the time
of construction was a mason dressed three-light mullioned window (158)
identical in form to that of window (157) located to the east within wall
(190).
Bonded to wall (192) and butted up against wall (063), stone wall (193)
was identical in construction. The wall continued to the west and
contained another pilaster, extending an additional 0.25m in length. The
wall continued along a north-south alignment to meet with wall (192).
Located towards the southern extent of this alignment a fireplace was
identified, the opening of which measured 0.80m in width and 1.15m in
height. A single mason-dressed gritstone lintel was present at the top
supported by chamfered gritstone blocks to both sides.
Wall (044): (Figs. 43-45)
Exposed initially during 2005 structure (044) within cut [070] was an
east-west aligned wall which butted onto wall (027) to the east and ran
into the western trench edge as excavated. The limit of the wall to the
west remained unknown. Excavations the following year revealed the
wall to have a total excavated length of 14m where it appeared to
terminate. The wall survived to a standing height of 0.70m, was 0.60m
in width and was built using the same method of construction and
materials as elsewhere on the site, with the coursing consistent with
(050).
Wall (304): (Fig. 30-32)
Exposed during the 2007 excavations, wall (304) was orientated in a
north-south direction measuring 1.70m long and 0.30m wide and one to
two courses deep. Constructed from Saddleworth millstone grit, the
stone blocks which formed the wall ranged in size between 0.10m x
0.10m x 0.10m and 0.25m x 0.30m x 0.25m. The stone was roughly hand
squared, cut or dressed on the face and sides to form a wall of regular
coursed appearance bonded by a clay based mortar. The internal and
external faces of the wall were one stone thick, of which only the facing
stone was dressed, with a central rubble core.
The western face of wall (306) butts up to the eastern face of wall (304)
and the southern extent of wall (305) to the north, the western face being
the external face of the wall. Similar to (304) it had also been truncated
by drain [337] in the centre and wall (351) to the south. The southern
extent and limits of the wall, which were expected to continue in that
direction, were not able to be observed due to the presence of existing
walls.
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Wall (305): (Figs. 30-32)
Located butting up to the eastern end of wall (304) and the northern
extent of wall (306), the structure was identical in construction to that of
wall (304), measuring 0.30m wide and 0.55m long. The eastern
limitations of the wall were unknown due to a truncation by the insertion
of Phase VI garden feature [375].
Drain [347]:
Located beneath Phase V flagged floor (308) within Area A, drain [347]
was identified during the removal of one of these flags. Orientated in an
west-north-west – east-south-east direction, the drain was constructed
from irregular stone blocks on either side, a 0.20m wide central portion,
a stone flagged base and large capping stones (348) measuring 0.30m x
0.40m x 0.05m. The drain ran beneath flags (308) and wall (351) to the
north, its’ northern extent remains unknown, the southern extent leading
towards drain (349).

5.3.5

Phase IV: Mid-Late Seventeenth Century
During this phase an external porch was added with the construction of wall
(047). This conformed to the architectural styles of the time, providing two
square towers in the internal corners of the courtyard thereby creating a
grander and more elaborate entranceway. The addition of a porch provided
steps from the external ground level to the c.1m higher ground floor level of
the main building.
Although the evidence is inconclusive the handmade brick wall (037) possibly
represents a partial rebuilding of the northern wing during a remodelling of
this part of the hall. It is also possible that the windows in wall (050)
were blocked during this phase of activity. The nature of the work
suggests that the windows were still a visible feature of the house
following completion and that the blocking was carried out prior to
raising of the ground levels within the courtyard at a later date.
Identified in the north-eastern corner of the site during 2007 excavation
revealed an additional room (room S) formed by the construction of wall
(351). This wall forms part of a stone rectangular structure, orientated
east-west, first depicted on the 1893 mapping of the site. The eastern
extent of the structure was not reached during the excavation, although
it was possibly encountered during construction works of modern flats in
2006 (Figs: 32and 33).
The remains of an entrance into the northern wing (173) were also
observed towards the western extent of wall (044).
Wall (037): (Fig. 38, 40 and 41)
Excavated during 2005, wall (037) was a handmade brick wall which
butted onto wall (027) and was tied into (038) at its northern extent. A
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4m length of the wall was uncovered extending from the eastern trench
edge as excavated. The brick-built feature was five courses in width and
two in depth, with thin slate slabs beneath the wall across its width
acting as a foundation material. The wall represents the northern extent
of rooms D and E.
Wall/Porch (047): (Fig. 34)
Wall (047) contained within cut [069] formed a brought to course stonebuilt porch with a width of 0.62m and a surviving height of 0.65m. The
porch was constructed using worked stone with a central bond of
occasional rubble and clay. Within the porch was a 1m wide external
entrance located opposite a possibly inserted doorway within wall (050).
Doorway/Entrance (173): (Figs. 43-45)
The location of a probable doorway (173) was observed within the
southern face of the wall evidenced by the presence of two large stones
(073). Extending into the courtyard (Area B) the structure probably
represents the location of an entrance into the northern wing.
The Saddleworth millstone grit structure was 2.20m in width and 1.55m
in length and was built using stone which measured between 0.30m. x
0.10m x 0.20m and 0.25m x 0.50m x 0.35m in size. The stone was
roughly hand squared to form a wall of regular coursed appearance
bonded using a clay based mortar. The internal and external faces of the
wall were one stone thick (of which only the facing stone was dressed)
strengthened by a rubble core. Located towards the southern extent of
the structure were two gritstone carved blocks, both containing centrally
positioned large rectangular shaped recesses designed to carry timber
posts. The distance in between these two was 1.50m.
Wall (351): (Fig. 31, 32, 58 and 59)
Wall (351) was uncovered during the children’s excavation phase of the
2007 season. Located towards the north-eastern corner of the hall, (351)
represents the north-western corner of a rectangular structure. The
northern external wall was identified for a length of 1.09m, 0.30m wide
and survived to a height of six courses. The western length of the wall
continued for a distance of 1.36m before ending at a threshold to the
south. The door jamb of the threshold had been inserted, possibly
replaced during Phase V. The wall was constructed from hand-cut stone
blocks measuring between 0.12m x 0.20m x 0.15m and 0.12m x 0.40m x
0.20m. Dressed on either side of the wall, on the internal faces of the
wall were the remains of a plaster coating and wooden skirting boards.
The external face had been dressed in a rusticated fashion.
At the corner were two large stones laid in alternating directions,
measuring 0.40m x 0.65m x 0.25m, both of which were machine cut,
representing external quoins. The foundations of this wall were
identified as being a rough rubblestone wall ranging from one to two
courses deep, these foundations were laid on the natural sand (042). The
construction of (351) cut through both walls (304) and (306).
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Internally, Room S was floored by large stone paving slabs 0.07m thick
(310), covering the entire extent of the excavated area within the room.
A number of these flags were removed along the eastern face of wall
(351) in order to establish the relationship between the foundations and
walls (304), (305) and (306). These excavated slots were backfilled
immediately and the slabs reinstated in their original positions prior to
the backfilling of the main excavations.
Wall (313): (Figs. 32 and 59)
Located parallel to wall (351) approximately 2m to the south, wall (313)
was identical in nature and represented the southern extent of a small
rectangular building. A doorway was located in the south-eastern corner
of the structure, between (313) to the east and (056) to the west. To the
north of the doorway paving slabs (310) continue and represent an
external path running along the eastern side of the hall.

5.3.5

Phase V: Eighteenth Century
The main alteration to the hall during the eighteenth century was the partial
remodelling of the northern wing and the extension of the southern wing. This
allowed a new phase of rebuilding which resulted in changes to both wings.
The northern wing was rebuilt in brick; the segment exposed during the
excavation would indicate use as part of the serving area of the house, with
multiple small rooms and corridors, whereas the southern wing of the building
was reconstructed as a contemporary classical Georgian facade.
During this phase the level of the courtyard was raised obscuring from view
the blocked windows observed wihin wall (050). This suggests that the porch
was no longer considered as the chief access to the hall, since this had been
switched to face the south during reconstruction of the hall during the
Georgian period.
Internally, during this period walls were inserted at basement/cellar level to
provide additional structural support to the eastern wing of the house. This
included brick columns built to support the load of the main tie-beams (051),
which would have supported the ground floor above the sixteenth century
cellar. These columns would have provided much needed structural support
and offered a cheaper alternative to replacing the large tie-beams spanning
the entire width of the hall. Additionally, the building of a load-bearing wall
during the same phase of renovation (054), indicates three important points.
Firstly, it shows that the whole of the basement was initially one large room,
measuring c.14m in total length. Secondly, the use of three brick arches rather
than one thick brick wall indicated the need to allow free movement and
access within this large basement at all times, showing that the use of this
space was important. Thirdly, when taken in conjunction with the absolute
levels taken from the beam and truss slots from around the room it shows that
the entire building appears to have been sinking towards the southern end.The
insertion of these partition walls also created three new rooms within the
cellar, rooms B, C and P.
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During the same phase of rebuilding the windows located within the eastern
wall of the basement were replaced, barred and new brick surrounds added.
Along with the internal rearrangement and strengthening of earlier rooms
within the hall, a major building phase to the south western corner of the hall
was also undertaken, adding additional living space (rooms R, U, V and W).
A doorway to the southern end of the western wall (320) was identified as a
side door to the hall fronting onto Hall Street. Located further along this wall
was (355), a semi-circular bay window looking out onto Hall Street. The bay
window had not previously been identified during either cartographic or
historic evidence, having been demolished and infilled along the alignment of
the main wall by (365).
The excavations also exposed different types of flooring within each room,
indicating a lengthy period of use, alteration and refurbishment.
Wall (165):
Orientated north-south, the wall extended 12.30m in length, 0.60m in
width and survived to a maximum height of 0.45m. The wall comprised
of large dressed sandstone blocks on its southern side and smaller
dressed stone on the northern side, with a mortared rubble core. The
wall turned 90 degrees to the south and then returned to an east-west
alignment, mirroring that of wall (050) to provide a symmetrical layout
to the hall.
Walls (164) and (166): (Figs. 46, 49 and 50)
Stone wall (164) was identical in nature to wall (165) and was tied into
wall (193). Aligned north-south with a visible length of 10m the wall
created an enclosed area of corridor described as room L. The uppermost
courses of the wall were located approximately 0.10m beneath the
present ground surface. Room L contained distinct areas of flooring
comprising of an area of flagstones (182), which characterised the
internal threshold of the corridor together with a handmade brick floor
surface laid in stretcher fashion which extended from the inside of the
hall underneath the stairs (168). To the north of the flagstones were two
courses of similar brick and a layer of fine bedding sand (183).
Orientated north-south, wall (166) was located immediately to the south
of wall (165). The wall extended and butted onto wall (165) for a
distance of 2.70m. The visible remains showed the western face of the
stone wall to be constructed from roughly dressed stone. The wall was
2.45m in width and was built using a large quantity of angular stone
rubble as a central core. Adjacent to the wall were two machine cut
square posts which measured approximately 0.30m by 0.30m, (167) and
(169).
Wall (193): (Figs. 49 and 56)
Wall (193) joined wall (164) enclosing the courtyard. Within this wall
were the probable truncated remains of a fireplace which measured
1.20m by 1m.
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Walls (053) and (054): (Figs. 38, 42 and 72)
The construction of internal partition walls and brick columns within the
cellar created three new rooms and further suggests that there was a
need to provide additional structural support to the existing building
during this period.
Located at the southern end of the excavated area a brick arched support
wall was identified (054). The wall butted walls (056) and (050) and
consisted of three semicircular brick arches, constructed from crude
handmade bricks which measured 0.22m x 0.08m x 0.11m in an alternate
stretcher, double header, stretcher pattern. The remainder of the wall
was laid in an English garden wall style. The gap between the internal
extents of each brick arch was 0.66m and each arch spanned a distance
of 1.40m. The wall was two courses in width and divided two new
rooms B and P. Constructed using the same brick to that used in wall
(054) and probably of a contemporary date were two square brick
support columns (051) and (072) placed directly beneath the truss joints
along the internal face of wall (050).
Aligned parallel to wall (054) wall (053) butted (050) to the west.
Towards its eastern end a probable entrance which measured 1.25m in
width was identified. Not fully excavated, the wall had width of two
bricks, a visible height of 2m and was bonded using a lime based mortar.
The extent and depth of the base of the wall were unknown due to the
limits of excavation.
During probably the same phase of activity the structural integrity of the
windows was addressed with the replacement of the mullion windows
within (074) and (077) along with the replacement of the internal
surrounds of handmade brick.
Wall (061): (Fig. 47)
Stone wall (061) partially exposed at its eastern extent during the 2005
excavations and fully in the 2006 excavations extends for a distance of
10.00m butting on to the staircase tower (057) to the eastern end and
wall (415) to the western extent. Constructed from randomly coursed
sandstone the wall is irregular in fashion and survives in its foundation
form only. The wall formed an east-west aligned corridor which ran
adjacent to rooms K and L.
Walls (039), (038), (040), (041: (Figs. 38 and 40)
A handmade brick wall (039) had been added along the same alignment
and on the external face of (027), measured 0.11m by 0.11m. The bricks
were laid in alternate header-stretcher fashion, one course wide. On top
of this and along the same alignment another handmade brick wall (038)
continued for 4.60m and formed the eastern internal wall of room D.
Wall (040) was tied into the internal face of (037) and butts up to (044),
aligned north-south and constructed of similar handmade brick to that of
(038) and (037). Laid and bonded in identical fashion, the wall is four
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courses (0.62m) in width. At the southern end is a doorway, 0.95m in
width, which separated rooms D and E.
Wall (041) was identical and parallel to (040) and (038), with a 1.16m
wide doorway to the south similar to (040). The wall survived two/three
courses, ran into the western extent of the site and sat on natural sands,
similar to all walls in this area.
Drain (146): (Fig. 48)
A small 1m square test pit was excavated over the deposits of white silty
sand located within the centre of the room J. At a depth of 0.10m this
identified the remains of a drain constructed in a similar fashion to
(148), having been cut by the insertion of drain (146). Drain (146) was
located within the southern extremities of the room and aligned in an
east-west orientation. Constructed from a slate sheet base and handmade
brick sides, not bonded together, the surface capping of the drain
consisted of small oblong irregularly shaped thin paving slabs. Pottery
recovered from this feature dated to the mid-eighteenth century.
Wall (110) and floor (109: (Fig. 49)
Room K had been the subject of multiple changes and alterations during
the mid-eighteenth century. Built parallel to wall (156) and along its
western extent was (110), a small retaining wall. The wall was one
course in width, not bonded together and constructed from rounded
rubble stones. Located between the two walls was a layer of loamy sand
(111) as support for the ceramic pipe (193). The ceramic pipe measured
0.30m in width and originated in the courtyard area prior to cutting
through walls (061) and (191) and across room K. The pipe also
extended through wall (190) and then continued into the southern trench
limit. The portion of wall (190), 0.80m in width, that was removed for
this activity was replaced using the same material but in a more
haphazard form (191).
The uncovered floor of room K consisted of handmade bricks, laid in an
alternating fashion (109) which extended a maximum of 1.10m from the
northern extent of the room and 0.70m from the southern extent. The
brick flooring had been removed from the centre of the room. Two
negative features were identified and both half sectioned, however no
dateable material was recovered from (187), an irregular pit measuring
1.30m in diameter. A single quern stone fragment recovered from the
other irregular shaped pit (135) measured 0.95m in diameter. Both
negative features had a depth of 0.25-0.30m.

Wall (371): (Figs: 60, 61 and 63)
Wall (371) was the western wall of room V, measuring 1.62m long and
0.25m wide, constructed from similar stone used throughout this phase
of construction. The wall survived for a height of 15 courses, showing
signs of significant re-pointing on either side of the wall. The southern
extent of the wall ended in an internal doorway passing from room V to
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room U, the northern limit also possessed a doorway passing between
these two rooms. Added to the eastern side of the wall during Phase VI,
within room V was a stone and brick fireplace (325), a corresponding
fireplace was also added on the western side during this period (324).
The flooring located within room V was a mix of different layers, the
uppermost layer (326) was a cobbled surface, comprising of angular and
sub angular cobbles laid on edge in an east-west orientation and packed
with (416), a fine black silty sand. A 1m wide and 1.40m long trench
was placed alongside the cobbles to a depth of 0.42m and indicated that
(416) was 0.02m deep and overlying (417) a very compact light brown
sandy clay, containing no inclusions, 0.06m thick which was a
compacted clay floor. (418), located immediately below (417) was a
mid- brown silty sand containing frequent angular stones <0.20m,
appearing to be a filling of a depression within the ground surface.
Wall (359): (Fig: 62)
Forming the northern extent of room U and the southern extent of room
R, wall (359) was a 2.32m long, 0.26m wide stone wall and representing
a continuation of wall (327), with a Phase VI brick blocking in between
the two, blocking an original doorway to the east (356). To the west the
wall ended in another brick blocked doorway separating it from the
southern external wall (320).
Wall (320): (Figs: 64 and 69)
Running for the length of the excavation wall (320) was a ‘brought to
course’ rubblestone wall similar to wall (196). Orientated in a northsouth direction 6.80m long and forming the western external wall to the
hall, wall (320) runs the length of rooms R and T. Towards the northern
end of the wall and within the limits of room R the wall protruded in a
semicircular notion, forming a bay window looking out to the west.
Surviving to a height of five courses the bay window was not identified
during any of the cartographic or historical searches. The northern
extent of the wall runs into (364), an east west aligned wall which
represents the northern extent of the phase V rebuild.
Internally, room U possessed a floor of large rounded cobbles (323)
covering the north-western portion of the room. There was no apparent
bonding material between the cobbles, laid in an east-west orientation.
The cobbles were set into a dark brown silty sand (419), which itself
was overlying a light grey silty sand bedding layer (420). At the same
layer as cobbles (323) and located in the north-eastern corner of room U
was an area of brick flooring (421) constructed from handmade bricks
and likely to have been a replacement for an area of cobbles.
Located beneath both the cobbles and the brick flooring were the
remains of an north-east to south-west aligned drain, with a poor rate of
survival the drain was capped with irregular flat slabs of stone, laid on
smaller slabs laid in a vertical nature. No base was identified. To the
south-west of the room a drain (321) was identified orientated alongside
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wall (196) constructed from handmade bricks with stone cappings. To
the east the drain runs under flags (368) located in room T. The flooring
within room T was characterised by some flags to the south, and in the
main portion of the room to the north was a handmade brick floor (318).
Wall (364): (Figs: 64-66)
Wall (364) formed the northern extent of rooms R and W, constructed in
a similar fashion to its parallel wall (196) measured 5.30m in length and
0.30m in width. Keyed into wall (320) to the west and (180) to the east,
the wall survived to a height of 1.23m. Centrally positioned was a
doorway (317) and associated steps that had been inserted during Phase
VI. Keyed into the wall and located immediately to the east of (317)
wall (358) divided the two rooms.
Wall (358): (Fig: 66)
Orientated in a north-south wall (358) was a ‘brought to coarse’ stone
wall keyed into wall (364) to the north and (359) to the south, and acts
as the original dividing wall between rooms R and W. Towards the
northern extent, a doorway was located, which had subsequently been in
filled during Phase VI with a brick divide (357).
Flooring, (315), (316) and (318): (Figs: 64, 65and 69)
Located sitting above the natural sand (042) within room R, were a
number of stone flags ranging in size from 0.25m x 0.30m by 0.40m by
0.60m. Located towards the western extent of the room, they were
identical to those located in the north-eastern corner (318). Located in
the north-western corner of the room (316) were a flooring of handmade
bricks laid at the same level as the flags. (316) were clearly an infilling
and renovation of the floor once the original flags (315) had been either
broken or removed.
Flooring (330): (Figs. 66 and 67)
Located within room W, floor (330) was a flagged floor identical to that
identified within room R, but on a larger scale, ranging in size to 0.60m
x 0.60m, the flags appeared to have been removed towards the southern
extent of the room.
Drain (046): (Fig. 34)
Located within the porch, room F, a small drain (046) cut through the
earliest floor level possibly during the late eighteenth century. The drain
cut through wall (050) and survived to the west for a length of 1.09m.
The drain was constructed of handmade red bricks laid stretcher fashion
on either side and was three courses in height with no visible bonding
material. The base of the drain consisted of three slate slabs, c.0.02m in
height by 0.22m in depth and 0.40m in width.
5.3.6 Phase VI: Nineteenth -Twentieth Century
During the nineteenth century the hall underwent a significant number of
changes associated with changes of occupancy and use. The archaeologically
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visible implications of this are the creation of a garden to the north of the hall
(Area A), an area that was now considered the poorest area of the hall,
accommodating the servants. Various features comprising of pits and drains
cut into the underlying geology within this part of the site, although it is not
possible to identify the function of the majority of the pits. The drains served
the house, although the ground levels indicated that they rise away from the
buildings. It is possible therefore that instead of taking water/sewage away
they were bringing it into and across the building.
Within room A two brick hearths were identified, a product of dividing the hall
into multiple occupancy, as more hearths would have been needed to
accommodate the needs of the growing number of people living within the
various sections of the hall.
The significant levels of rubble (026) located throughout the site and observed
during all three years of excavation can be attributed to the demolition of the
hall in 1939. During the demolition, a local resident bought the rights to
salvage the hall for any useful building material (pers. comm.), which
probably accounts for the absence, in part, of in situ structural remains at the
lowest surviving levels encountered on site such as the internal remains of the
spiral staircase. The hall was then demolished and the resultant rubble
levelled across the immediate area filling the hall prior to final landscaping of
the site.
Fireplace (325): (Fig: 60)
Located on the eastern face of wall (371), fireplace (325) was a later
addition, inserted butted up to the wall. Measuring 0.55m long by
0.30m wide, the fireplace was constructed from ‘brought to coarse
stone’ walling, with a centrally located square hole which had
subsequently been bricked up. Located on the south-facing side of the
structure towards the base was a 0.30m by 0.30m square stocking hole,
covered by a single upright removable stone flag.
Fireplace (324): (Figs: 62 and 63)
Located on the western face of wall (371), fireplace (324) was a later
addition butting up to the wall. Measuring 1.00m long and 0.40m wide,
the fireplace was constructed from a brought to course stone. The
inside face of the interior of the breast was lined with a number of large
square dressed blocks. Only a small number of these blocks remained.
Garden features: (Fig. 41)
Area A was defined as the part of the site situated externally from the
hall buildings, located to the north of wall (027). Evidence survives for a
horticultural border (019), surrounding wall (027) and the porch (037).
The border was contained by a curving edge which consisted of
approximately 0.30m lengths of 0.02m wide stone slabs placed
vertically within the ground and contained by [020].
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Drains: (Fig. 41)
Within area A there were four possible drains. [014] was a north-south
0.40m.in width stone-lined feature. The feature ran into the trench edge
to the north and was cut by [020] to the south. A section, 0.50min width
was excavated to reveal a depth of 0.25m, within which was a primary
fill (015) of angular 0-0.10m rubble infill and a secondary fill of (016),
a dark brown silty loam. Although uncertain, this feature may have an
early seventeenth century date of construction.
[001] was an east-west aligned smaller culverted drain, 0.25m in width
and belonging to the same phase as [014]. A 1m long section was
excavated to reveal a flat, angular stone base with similar sides and
capped by larger similar stones (002). The feature contained a single fill
of mid-brown friable silty loam (003).
Cut by [001], [006] was a north-south linear gully excavated for a length
of 0.40m. The feature measured 0.50m in width, and 0.20m in depth and
possessed gently sloping sides and a flat base. To the south the feature
cuts [020] and is cut by (022).
Feature (022) was a 1m wide, north-south aligned possible drain
containing (023) dark greyish brown silty sand, with a depth of 0.10m
deep and positioned flush against wall (037).
Demolition Overburden (026)
After removal of the topsoil and subsoil the entire site was covered by a
thick layer of demolition rubble (026). This represents material from the
demolition of the whole structure and was common across the site,
filling all exposed cellars and rooms. The rubble constituted building
material from many differing phases and consisted of broken wood,
bricks, roof slate, plaster, glass, and rough and dressed structural
fragments. This layer ranged in thickness from 0.10m to 3m in depth
and contained a significant proportion of worked stone, both hand and
machine made from the upper parts of the hall. All of the finds
recovered from this demolition layer dated to the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries and can be attributed to the domestic occupation and
residential use of the site.
5.3.7 Unphased features: (Fig. 41)
Excavated in 2005, feature [008] possessed undulating, steep sides and a
rounded base with dimensions of 0.66m by 0.68m by 0.55m in depth.
The feature contained a single fill of dark brown silty sand. No finds
were recovered from this feature.
Pit [004], similar in form to [008] and cut by drain [001] to the north,
contained fill (005), a mid brown friable silty loam. The feature
measured 0.50m in length, 0.45m in width and a visible excavated depth
of 0.33m. No artefacts were recovered from this feature.
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Feature (176) was an irregular pit like feature cut into the natural sands within
the courtyard. The ill-defined feature measured approximately 2.70m in
diameter. The feature had gently sloping sides with a shallow break of slope.
It measured 0.32m at its maximum depth and contained two fills, a primary fill
of dark brown sandy loam and a secondary light brown silty sand.
5.4

The Archaeological Context of Royton Hall, 1700-1900
By the end of the seventeenth century a clear distinction had emerged between
the houses of the extremely wealthy, those of the lesser gentry and richer
yeomanry, and those of the tenants. This distinction was expressed in the size
and plan of their houses. Thus, the wealthiest manorial lords, such as two of
the biggest landholders in the North West, the Booth family of Dunham
Massey and the Wilbrahams of Woodhey, had the largest structures, at over
1,000m2. They also had the most elaborate houses, built increasingly in the
classical style, separated from their surrounding landscapes and often set
around a courtyard; such houses were part of a set of the shared national
values and aspirations of this group.
Those of the local gentry and yeomanry were, by the end of the seventeenth
century, distinguished by a floored-over hall flanked by one or two,
multi-storey cross-wings, producing an L-shaped or H-shaped plan. In floor
area they ranged between 250m2 and 900m2. Such houses included Royton
Hall and, compared to those of the wealthiest landowners, were smaller
buildings, usually built in brick, but in the upland areas in stone as at Royton,
in a traditional style but with restrained exterior ornamentation.
Finally, the houses of the tenants had, by this period, become dominated by
the three unit, two storey house, with its heated, central parlour and baffle
entrance plan. In floor area these houses were usually less than 200m2 in area.
Such buildings were a mixture of timber and brick, or timber and stone, and
had plain façades, although increasingly brick was becoming the dominant
building material.
These distinctions in house style and size were united by a general shift in
design towards a more closed, or segregated, house with centralized access,
single function rooms, and overt separation of service and domestic functions
(Johnson 1993, 103; Mercer 1975). The growth in room specialisation and the
separation of the servants quarters from the family rooms in such buildings
also reflected the growing social distance between the lords, freeholders, and
tenants compared to the houses of these groups as recorded by William
Harrison in 1577 (Withington 1876). The rise of the closed house, with its
emphasis on the control of access and separation of function, also paved the
way in the North West for the emergence of the Georgian house characterised
by its specialist rooms, double depth plan, symmetrical façades and use of
classical styles, most elements of which can be seen at Royton Hall in the
eighteenth century (Walker & Tindall 1985).
From the seventeenth century onwards the architecture of the gentry house
was strongly influenced by continental Europe. This resulted in ordered
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buildings of classical appearance, often on a massive scale. Within the North
West region there are some very fine examples, which include Dunham Hall,
Lyme Hall, Tabley Hall, and Tatton Park – all sites in northern Cheshire
(Figueiredo & Treuherz 1988). However, many of the gentry and yeomen
houses during the eighteenth century also underwent substantial changes. The
plan of the gentry house before this time had been of a linear type, with most
buildings usually of single depth. Enlargement of houses such as Royton Hall
usually occurred either upwards or by the addition of wings, which resulted in
a sprawling arrangement of rooms, uneconomical in terms of circulation
through the building. This building arrangement had, to a large extent, been
governed by the gable roof that encouraged rectangular blocks. With the
emergence of new roof forms, which included wider gables, double gables and
hipped roofs, a squaring up of buildings could be achieved more easily. The
result of this process was the double-pile house (Brunskill 1987; Platt 1994),
which began to appear in the seventeenth century, the earliest dated example
in the Greater Manchester area being Clegg Hall in Rochdale from 1610, but
was only generally adopted across the country in the eighteenth century.
The doorway of the double-pile house, dictated in part by the desire for
external symmetry, was centrally placed but still provided access into a room
known as the hall. The function of the hall by this period was becoming more
of an entrance passage, from which the other parts of the house could be
reached. Because fewer household activities took place within the hall, this
resulted in a reduction in size of this once grand room. However, this did not
necessarily imply a reduction in status. The hall remained the room into which
guests were first welcomed and through which all occupants of the house
passed (Burke & Nevell 1996, 24). Consequently it often remained a room that
was lavishly decorated. The hall at Mottram Old Hall, for example, has a
vaulted plaster ceiling. The parlours situated on either side of the hall were the
principal rooms on the ground floor, with the bedrooms occupying the first
floor. One of the main features that improved the circulation of the double-pile
house was the central location of the stairway, usually in a stair hall
immediately to the rear of the hall. The stairs themselves, like the hall, were a
main thoroughfare within the house and, as such, were very often a display
object. The staircase at Thorncliffe Hall, which along with much of the house
was rebuilt around 1830, provides a good example.
The sparsity of building work from the nineteenth century at many of the old
medieval halls of Cheshire and Lancashire (Burke & Nevell 1996, 24-6;
Figueirdo & Treuherz 1988), reflects the decline of the families of the local
lords. The manorial occupants of buildings such as Ashton Hall, Denton Hall,
Royton Hall and Stayley Hall (Walker & Tindall 1985) either died out or
moved away and these buildings became the homes of tenants, who were very
often farmers. These new occupants did not have the same requirements as
their manorial predecessors and as a result the buildings often underwent
substantial change. The new occupiers viewed their homes with a more
functional eye. When renovation or rebuilding was required this was often
carried out in brick, rather than in keeping with fashionable trends. In the case
of Royton Hall, the building was actually subdivided into a series of properties
by 1861. In some cases the former hall buildings were too large and
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unmanageable for their new occupants and became dilapidated, resulting
finally in their demolition as appears to have been the case with Royton Hall
in 1939.
As a result of the three seasons of excavation upon the area of the demolished
hall, there are very few areas relating to the hall which have yet to be
archaeologically exposed. These include a single room within the southern
extent of the eastern wing, unexcavated due to the health and safety
implications of excavating to such a depth. Rooms B and C were excavated
down to a depth of 1.50m, however the flooring was not exposed, excavation
again halting approximately 1.00m short also due to health and safety. To the
north of the northern wing a number of garden features were identified, these
appear to continue towards the north and the northern external wall is likely to
continue to the west for a small distance. The remainder of the hall had been
completely exposed during the excavations.
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6. The Finds
Ruth Garratt
6.1

Introduction
The objectives of this preliminary assessment report are to assess the
quantity, provenance and condition of all classes of material recovered from
the excavation of Royton Hall carried out by the University of Manchester
Archaeological Unit, Royton Historical Society and community volunteers
between 2005 and 2007.
The range and variety of the assemblage will be considered in order to assess
the potential of the material for further analysis and to address questions
raised in the interpretation of the site. This assessment will present
essentially a summary, characterizing the quantity and quality of the
assemblage, with a view to formulating further questions in light of the
assessment of this material.
The key to understanding the chronology of different types of activity and
the development of the site is dependent on the layout and organization of
the structural and depositional material. This can be interpreted through a
study of the artefactual and stratigraphic relationships dated through the
recovered material. The finds recovered during the excavations may offer
potential for understanding the processes and activities on the site.

6.2

Methodology
The assessment was carried out in accordance with the guidelines set out by
English Heritage in Management of Archaeological Projects 2nd edition,
Appendix 4 (English Heritage 1991a) and with reference to the Post-Medieval
Research Agenda drafted by the North West Region Research Framework
(Brennand 2007)
The finds recovered from the three seasons of open-area excavation during
2005 through to 2007 at the site of Royton Hall comprised various categories
of material including medieval and post-medieval ceramics, glass, metalwork,
clay tobacco pipes and organics such as bone, leather and shell.
All categories of finds were examined in full, with observations supplemented
by the finds records generated during the course of the fieldwork. The finds
were categorised according to fabric type and class and entered onto a
database in order to prepare a preliminary catalogue. The diagnostic finds
were then digitally photographed. Full details of all recovered material reside
within the project archive held at the University of Manchester Archaeological
Unit.
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6.3

The Pottery

6.3.1

Introduction
Subsequent to the three phases of fieldwork at Royton Hall (site code: ROY
05/06/07) the two groups of ceramic material recovered from the excavations
were assessed by the author in March 2007 and 2008. After preliminary spotdating and identification, it was clear that the ceramic repertoire extended
from the late medieval period through to the post-medieval and protoindustrial periods, with some intrusion also from modern disturbance of the
site.

6.3.2

Methodology
The pottery was examined in context groups alongside the other categories of
artefact recovered from the excavations. The assemblages from the first
seasons of archaeological excavation (2005 – 2006) were combined and
viewed as a whole. The material from the 2007 excavations was assessed
separately and therefore constitutes an additional report to supplement the
assessment for the primary assemblage.
The ceramic material was separated off and catalogued according to ware type
and sherd family. The assessment conformed to the minimum standards
established by the Medieval Pottery Research Group (2001) for the
processing, recording and analysis of Post-Roman ceramics. Ceramics from
the 2005/2006 excavations were assigned a unique accession number (SF No.)
based on ware group within each context. The material from the 2007 phase of
excavation was not assigned accession numbers. The ware types and fabrics
were examined by eye and sorted into ware groups on the basis of fabric, glaze
and decorative technique. An estimation of the range of forms was based on
sherd profile and diagnostic features such as rim and base fragments.
Any unstratified material was spot-dated after preliminary identification. At
this point, it was deemed unnecessary to include the unstratified material into
the catalogue given the volume of stratified material present within the
assemblage as a whole. A digital photographic archive was produced and any
near complete vessels were bagged individually.

6.3.3

Quantification
In total 3193 sherds of stratified pottery were recovered from the combined
programme of three phases of excavation, this figure is not inclusive of any
unstratified material. The 2005 excavation area produced 185 sherds,
representing 162 individual vessels, whereas the 2006 field work produced
1160 sherds, representative of 940 individual vessels. The last phase of
excavation, which was focused on the western wing of the hall site, produced
a total of 1848 sherds of stratified pottery, of which 1628 individual vessels
were identified.
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Season of
Excavation

Total
number of
Sherds
185
1160
1848
Total 3193

ENV

Weight
(kg)

2005
2006
2007

162
940
1628
2730

N/A
N/A
21.604

Table 1.1 Number of pottery fragments recovered from each
season of excavation.
Clearly, the later phases of on-site works produced larger assemblages as a
result of the extension of the study area. The number of fragments recovered
from each context is listed in Tables 1.2 & 1.3 (Appendix 3) and 2.1
(Appendix 4).
The most productive contexts for ceramic material recovered during the 2005
and 2006 excavations were (025), (115), (116) and (133). These layers
represent severely disturbed layers of demolition backfill. As a result, the
ceramic material recovered from these deposits is ranges widely in date from
the seventeenth to the late twentieth century, consistent with the latest phases
of occupation and habitation prior to its demolition. Table 1.4 (Appendix 3)
tabulates the overall date of each context during the 2005-2006 phases of
excavation based on the datable ceramic evidence and details the SF numbers
associated with that context group.
Contexts which produced archaeological finds during the 2007 season are
listed in Table 1.5 (Appendix 3) and with the relative quantities of ceramic
ware type for each deposit listed in more detail in Table 2.1 (Appendix 4). The
unstratified material was not included as part of the assessment. Clearly the
most productive contexts were (341), a sandy layer above the natural sand in
Room W, contexts (338) and (339) representing clearance layers spread across
Rooms G & T, and context (307), a seventeenth century black cinder layer in
Room G. The only secure deposit producing pottery was the fill of drain [337]
which produced ceramic material dating to the eighteenth to nineteenth
century.
6.3.4

General Condition
Although highly fragmentary, the general condition of the ceramic assemblage
comprised relatively unabraded, near-complete vessels in broadly
contemporary groups, synonymous with rubbish disposal in the late eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries. There were very few securely datable contexts
producing datable ceramic material, however sealed deposits under the flagged
and paved courtyard areas produced pottery consistent with the
laying/foundation of these floor surfaces and successive rebuilds and
modifications to the property.
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There is little evidence of wear on the vessels themselves and any surface
concretions appear to be post-depositional in nature. This picture is perhaps
reflective of the nature of the fabric and ware types themselves. Much of the
assemblage is comprised of late eighteenth and nineteenth century finewares,
with hard finishes and durable glazes. As a result, the pottery remains
relatively unabraded and surface finishes remain intact. However, the
extremely fragmentary nature of the assemblage points to a high percentage of
vessels consumed on site and their subsequent disposal within the immediate
area.
Many of the post-medieval ceramics within the assemblage, although suffering
a high level of fragmentation, are represented as relatively complete vessels,
many with fresh breaks and relatively unabraded, with very few cross context
joins. This picture is indicative of a single demolition event or the backfilling
of specific areas of the site. As evinced in Table 1.5 (Appendix 3) and table
2.1 (Appendix 4) many of the contexts have intrusive twentieth century
material alongside eighteenth and nineteenth century ceramics which has the
effect of pushing back the dates for otherwise contemporary post-medieval
rubbish deposits.
6.3.5 General Range and Variety
Much of the ceramic material dates to the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries
and the dominant types within that period appear to be domestic types of
finewares usually associated with dining and tablewares, particularly related
with tea services. Indeed, the site has a disproportionate quantity of fineware
in relation to the more utilitarian kitchen or dairy wares of the period. Even the
typically utilitarian ceramic fabrics, such as Stonewares and oxidised
earthenwares, represented on similar sites as large, coarse commonplace
vessels, are here represented at Royton Hall by fine, thin-walled and exclusive
vessels, in forms usually associated with fine china or white earthenwares.
This atypical situation could be explained by the occupant’s preoccupation and
demand for the finewares of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries which
would have been available to the affluent consumer of the time. Certainly, the
presence of fine white salt-glazed Stonewares and tin-glazed (majolica)
vessels is more representative of the exclusive and affluent end of the
contemporary market.

6.4

The Medieval Pottery (SF 16, 106, 121, & 122)
In total five sherds of medieval pottery were recovered during the 2006 phase
of excavation. These fragmentary pieces were all recovered from deposits in
Room J. The small assemblage represents a total of four individual vessels.
Two fragments (SF16) recovered from deposit (107) form a base-angle sherd
of the same vessel. Together they weigh 92g, suggesting the vessel was a
heavy flat-based coarse, small to medium sized jar. There is no evidence of
sooting on the external or internal surfaces, perhaps as a result of post-
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excavation cleaning but this could also suggest the vessel’s primary purpose
was as a storage jar. The fabric is a pale blue-grey but has a reddish inner core.
The fairly hard, heavily abraded fabric is coarse with frequent inclusions and
regular vesicles. There is a thin light purple/orange splashed-glaze on the
external surface which extends in parts over the base, having been rather
clumsily applied. The vessel has been dated to the fourteenth century and is
probably from a locally sourced kiln and part of the ‘Splash-Glazed Tradition’
(Haslam 1984, 26).
The remaining three sherds of medieval pottery were all recovered from
deposit (133), also in room J, and represent three individual vessels. SF106 is
an unusually thick and heavily set fragment from a strap handle. Only a short
section remains and it is possible that this fragment was not a handle but a
more obscure item, such as part of a beetle trap due to the asymmetry of its
profile (MPRG 2001). For descriptive purposes it is here identified as a
fragment from a strap handle from a medium to large jug or jar, with evidence
of a thin light olive-green glaze haphazardly splashed over the upper surface.
There could also be the remnants of a very thin red slip-wash on the underside
of the fragment although this could be discolouration from the firing process.
The fabric itself is a hard, oxidised fabric, firing to a pale yellow-buff colour.
The fabric appears to have been refined and has fewer inclusions than the pale
fabric of SF122 (see below). The inner core has been slightly reduced to a pale
grey during firing in the kiln. It is possible that this product has been imported
into the area from a neighbouring kiln, even as far the potting centre of
Prescot, known to have been operating in the late fourteenth century
(McCarthy & Brooks 1988, 386; see McCarthy & Brooks 1992). It is difficult
to establish the exact provenance without more pieces from the same vessel.
Another possible contender for an imported piece of medieval pottery is
SF121, a body sherd from a jug, with a covering of green glaze on its external
surface over an oxidised hard red fabric. The external surface margin has been
reduced to a grey colour and there is a trace of splashed glaze on the internal
surface. This vessel would have been a high quality, glazed hollow form with
relatively fine fabric and thin walls. It is likely to be part of the ‘PartiallyReduced Grey-ware’ tradition widespread in the twelfth to fourteenth
centuries as part of the ‘Northern Gritty’ tradition. These wares were produced
within the region but most likely this vessel was imported from outside the
area.
The remaining piece of medieval pottery (SF122) is also from a fine, relatively
thin-walled hollow vessel, with a pale firing fabric and T-shaped rim. The
fabric exhibits more inclusions than the refined clay of SF106, but has fired to
a pale yellow or buff colour. This vessel does not appear to have been glazed
and is probably a fragment from a shallow open-jar as there is no evidence for
lid-seating around the rim dating it to the late thirteenth to fourteenth century.
Although many of the vessels in the small collection of late medieval
fragments recovered from Royton Hall show evidence for the application of
glaze to their external surfaces, none have any visible sign of decoration. This
may be because, as in the case of SF 106 & 121, the rest of the vessel is absent
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where we would expect any applied decoration to be or because, as with most
ceramic vessels from this region, from the fourteenth century onwards, jugs
became plainer, although still large and with green glazes (Haslam 1984, 28)
and were later superseded by the ‘Midlands Purple’ and the ‘North-West
Purple’ tradition.
The Royton assemblage was not recovered from secure contexts and appears
alongside later types of ceramic. This implies that although it may be related
to the earliest phases of the occupation at Royton Hall, it has since been
redeposited and moved by subsequent re-landscaping activity around the
buildings. Certainly, we would expect more medieval ceramic vessels from a
site of this status, the shortage of these types implies that during a later period,
much of the earlier medieval deposits were cleared or removed entirely from
the site, leaving only a relatively small selection of residual sherds mixed with
the ceramic evidence of later periods.
It is possible that ceramic vessels did not comprise a large part of the domestic
repertoire of the medieval inhabitants of Royton. Indeed, vessels made in
wood, horn, leather or even metals such as pewter, would have been more
prevalent but these do not survive in the archaeological record. From the scant
evidence we have, it is clear that the medieval ceramic assemblage was likely
to have been dominated by functional, utilitarian wares and that there was a
market for more refined vessels such as jugs which would have been imported
from outside the region.
Similar fabrics have been recovered from excavations at Moston Hall
(Speakman 2004 unpub; Garratt 2006 forthcoming) and the medieval Market
place in Salford (Garratt 2005 unpub.). Also, excavations at Hallgate, Wigan
(GMAU 2001 unpub.) produced similar material of relevance to the present
assemblage. It is clear that these fabrics and vessels were circulating
throughout the local area and many have a similar appearance due to the
utilisation of similar clay resources found within the region. Clearly these
centres also had access to more wide-ranging wares such as decorated vessels
of the ‘Norton Priory’ tradition, recovered from the Greengate excavation in
Salford (Garratt 2005 unpub.).
6.5

Post - Medieval
The three phases of excavation at Royton Hall produced a total of 3193
stratified post-medieval pottery fragments, constituting an estimated 2730
individual vessels. This was quite a large collection of pottery, the most
productive contexts being (025), (115) and (116) from the Phase 1 and 2 of the
excavation works, and contexts (307), (338), (339) and (341) from Phase 3 in
2007. These deposits had suffered disturbance from later intrusion and
demolition activity and contained material dating to the early seventeenth
century through to the twentieth century.
There are a wide variety of post-medieval pottery types evident in the Royton
Hall assemblage. Unusually, there were no examples of early post-medieval
ceramics in the stratified assemblages from 2005 and 2006. A typical
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assemblage from a Hall site such as this would usually produce some evidence
for continuity in the ceramic repertoire from the late medieval period through
to the post-medieval period, particularly as in the late fifteenth and sixteenth
centuries pottery production increased in the region, with more evidence for
the use of ceramics in the domestic sphere as a result of demographic and
related technological growth in the North-West (Speakman 2004 unpub.). The
discrepancy evident in the present assemblage would corroborate the earlier
suggestion that there has been an active policy of complete re-landscaping and
subsequent disturbance of earlier deposits during the post-medieval period in
and around the hall.
Several contexts produced fragmentary post-medieval ceramic evidence which
occurred in closely datable groups, these were; (sand paving), (courtyard
sand), [010], (134) and (145) in [146]. These contexts represent relatively
well-sealed deposits in drains or under laid stone paving and the datable
ceramic evidence corresponds well to extensive building activities in the hall
during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.
In 2007, the context producing the majority of ceramic evidence was (341); a
sand layer above deposit (309) in room W. This area was in the north-east
corner of the west wing and was backfilled with a variety of material, with
ceramics ranging from the late seventeenth century, such as trailed slipwares
and early eighteenth century yellow wares through to twentieth century
ceramic electric light fittings. Two fragments of late seventeenth or early
eighteenth century pottery were recovered from the wall cut and make-up
layers associated with wall (331), [332] and (333), a red sandstone wall
aligned east-west, abutting and to the east of room W.
Like the previous seasons’ assemblages, the majority of post-medieval
material appeared in concentrated groups dating to the late eighteenth and late
nineteenth centuries, present in clearance layers and backfilled deposits in
rooms G, R and W, in partitioned occupation areas towards the front of the
western wing. Several cross-contexts joins were noted in contexts producing
post-medieval pottery. On the whole, cross-context joins were only identified
in contexts which were heavily disturbed or constituted backfill clearance
layers across the site. Particularly vessels in group SF 148; two large, white
earthenware wash basins with transfer-decoration in smalt blue and moulded
decoration, recovered from context (025) in the 2005 excavation, shared crosscontext joins with SF80 & 81 from deposit (116).
The majority of fragments were recovered from contexts dating to the late
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, with smaller quantities of more closely
datable material recovered from specifically eighteenth century contexts.
Fragments were generally in good condition with very little abrasion or postdepositional disturbance. Many had fresh, clean breaks as a result of
demolition activity. Several near-complete vessels and a high proportion of
rims and basal sherds with many adjoining body sherds show potential for
partial reconstruction and possible illustration. This was particularly the case
with vessel SF111 in deposit (133); a red-slip coated, early eighteenth century
bulbous multi-handled vessel, with inverse ‘S’ trailed-slip decoration. Some
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fragments from the same vessel may also be present in group SF110, and there
is potential for further reconstruction of this piece.
The bulk of the assemblage comprised white-bodied earthenwares of English
production, with a small proportion of china and porcelains. Many of these
wares were transfer-decorated in various shades of blue (Royal blue, smalt,
aquamarine, etc.) with decorative Chinoiserie and Japonica motifs. Some
examples of non-oriental motifs, with well-known transfer-printed designs of
English rural landscape scenes have been identified within the assemblage,
such as the ‘Willow Pattern’ (SF126), ‘Broseley’, ‘Chinese Marine’ and ‘Wild
Flowers’. Much of this group can be dated to the late eighteenth (at the
earliest) and nineteenth centuries (Copeland 1998, 36). Further scrutiny would
allow closer dating of these wares, as many of the motifs and decorative
designs would be traceable from contemporary pattern books.
The assemblage from the three seasons of excavation is dominated by fine
tablewares used for nineteenth century dining or tea services. There is a
noticeable imbalance in the quantity and range of domestic kitchen, dairy and
more utilitarian wares. Even the more common fabrics of the time, such as
brown stoneware, are represented in the assemblage in fineware form. The
presence of fine white salt-glazed stonewares and majolica emphasise the
preoccupation with finewares at the site. Even the dark-glazed earthenware
corpus is predominantly represented by fine, small, light-bodied vessels rather
than the more typical large, coarse cooking pots associated with a domestic
building. Several fragmentary pancheon rims are present within the
assemblage; they are in a minority and are relatively late in the typological
sequence for the area, occurring alongside later nineteenth century whiteslipped yellow ware bowls. In the 2007 assemblage these latter types
dominated the coarseware assemblage.
Some seventeenth century examples of dark-glazed earthenwares are
represented in the assemblage and these have been recovered alongside other
contemporary seventeenth century types such as yellow wares from contexts
such as context (134). Deposit (105) appears to be of a consistently eighteenth
century date, producing a wide variety of contemporary pottery such as
Mottledwares, Self-coloured wares (possibly from the potteries at Rainford)
slip-decorated dark-gazed earthenwares, and tin-glazed wares, albeit alongside
early nineteenth century products such as Pearlwares, Shell-edged Pearlware
and Transfer-decorated wares.
Context (sand paving) produced two sherds of early stoneware, possibly part
of a Bellarmine jar dating to the late seventeenth century. Elsewhere, deposits
producing brown stoneware of a nineteenth century date were all visible
products of the ‘Notts-Derby’ or Staffordshire varieties with rouletted or
incised decoration. The 2007 assemblage produced a high frequency of palefiring stoneware alongside later nineteenth century products suggesting that
this type became more popular after the early nineteenth century, although
there was relatively little white salt-glazed stoneware. The upper body
fragments from two late nineteenth century stoneware bell jars with a
lithographic patent trademark bearing the name of >Thomas Hassall,
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Manchester <were recovered from context (338) and a small preserve jar from
context (339) had the >Keiller & Son_Medal of Merit< lithographic print
mark.
Other early Staffordshire type products were present in the assemblage such as
the elaborately decorated trailed-slipware bowl SF102, from context (133),
dating to the late seventeenth century and six fragments of trailed slipware
recovered from context (341) on 2007 also of late seventeenth to early
eighteenth century date (Fig. 90).
A single fragment from an early yellow ware vessel datable to the eighteenth
century was recovered from deposit (339) alongside later ceramic material and
a piece of early to mid-eighteenth century dark-glazed coarseware was
retrieved from context (341). Unfortunately these deposits form part of the
clearance layers and are therefore stratigraphically unsound. Only five sherds
of dark-glazed fineware were recovered during the 2007 excavations and these
were datable to the later eighteenth or early nineteenth century. A fragment of
tin-glazed ware was recovered from context (336) in [337] dating to the early
eighteenth century alongside later ceramics and a single sherd of early
eighteenth century red slip-coated fineware was recovered from context (341).
The group of white-bodied earthenwares, which typically constitute a large
part of any post-medieval ceramic assemblage, were not decorated and some
Creamware vessels were also tentatively identified in this group, dating to the
late eighteenth century. Some of the white wares were hand-painted, usually in
blue or with ‘underglaze’ decoration. Other decorative treatments on whitebodied wares within the assemblage include Iron-stone china, with traditional
polychrome transfer-decoration and underglaze blue motifs (SF75 deposit
(116) and lithographic decoration. Two near complete flat form plates, were
recovered from deposit (116), and were tentatively dated to the late eighteenth
or nineteenth century. Fragments from press-moulded and lithographic-printed
children’s plates were recovered during 2006 and 2007 context (339) with
alphabetic inscriptions and moralistic adages add a personal touch to the
assemblage (Fig. 87).
A rather ostentatious lusterware tall cup (SF80) was recovered from context
(116) and appears to be Georgian in date. The cup has been colour-coated in
blue glaze with copper gilt covering the internal surface and decorating the
external embellishments. It is yet another example of an extravagant piece
within this unusual assemblage. Several bodysherds of Wedgwood pottery
were recovered from contexts (339) and (307) with sprigged relief decoration.
Two sherds from the head of a brown-glazed figurine were recovered from
context (339) (Fig. 91).
Several maker’s or manufacturer’s stamps have been identified which would
benefit from further scrutiny. A fragmentary sherd of white-bodied
earthenware (group SF 67) is marked ‘Spode 40’ and another piece bears the
Burslem insignia. It is likely that these products are relatively late examples of
products from these factories. Other examples were evident on whitewares
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from the 2007 excavations from context (341) reading ‘ENGLAND _1230
_M.H.’
Within the assemblage, a small ceramic object (SF158 deposit (025), was
identified as a ‘thimble’ used as a separator for products being fired in the
‘glost oven’. Stilts or spurs were commonly placed under flatwares where
occasionally the mark can still be seen on the back of the plate. Only ‘bestquality’ products were placed on these thimbles (Copeland 1998, 6). Therefore
it is quite fitting that the unusual amount of fine tablewares in the Royton
assemblage should also have two stilt thimbles which possibly accompanied
the new wares to the site. Context (307) produced a ceramic objects identified
here as a Victorian gaming counter or ball from a set of carpet bowls.
The later nineteenth and early twentieth century ceramics were largely made
up of small fragmentary sherds from polychrome-banded white earthenwares,
dipped wares, colour-coated white-bodied earthenwares and very plain selfcoloured earthenwares, either glazed or unglazed. A large proportion of the
2007 assemblage comprised brown-glazed wares, with teapots being the
dominant form. There were also some sanitary stonewares and tile fragments
alongside crude self-coloured earthenwares with very few examples of mottled
or iron-stained wares.
The quality and decoration of the ceramic assemblage at Royton Hall appears
to decline during the late nineteenth century and the types of pottery present in
the assemblage reflect an emphasis on everyday, utilitarian kitchen and
tablewares, but still largely associated with the domestic sphere, and
specifically the ‘tea service’.
6.5.1

Potential
Recommendations for further work on the ceramic assemblage would be to
attempt to illustrate the medieval fragments and some of the finer examples of
the eighteenth century products. There is even potential for reconstruction of
some of the more complete examples of the post-medieval ceramics.
Although the unstratified material has not been included in the present report,
it was spot-dated and had a preliminary identification which identified several
fragments of potentially sixteenth century dark-glazed finewares. These were
small body sherds but they are under-represented in the assemblage as a whole
which is an unusual situation.
The nature of the archaeological deposits, being largely backfill and infill
layers, renders any assessment of use of space or the identification of different
areas of activity based on the ceramic evidence misleading. However, several
contexts have produced datable ceramic evidence from sealed layers and these
results supplement and confirm the phases of building activity at the site.
Further analysis of the spatial changes in the character of the assemblage may
help to identify different areas of activity and land-use within the site and its
setting. In the main, the ceramic assemblage has offered a great deal of
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information on the accessibility and attitudes towards the industrially
produced ceramic finewares of the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries,
which has broader implications for distribution patterns within the locality
more generally.
6.5.2

Conclusion
Given the nature and status of the site as a Hall with evidence for continuous
occupation for at least 600 years, a larger quantity and greater presence of late
medieval and early post-medieval ceramic artefacts would be expected. The
relatively obscure presence of the half a dozen or so late medieval sherds
(accounting for four vessels in total) is symptomatic or suggestive of an active
policy of rubbish removal from this site in later/subsequent periods. Perhaps
as the building was extended and re-modelled, earlier deposits from the
medieval and early post-medieval period were removed and disturbed.
Consequently the contexts producing the medieval pottery have been
contaminated by later, post-medieval ceramics and other categories of find.
This picture is not unique, as there is a discrepancy/shortfall of securely
datable, uncontaminated medieval deposits within the region as a whole and
very few extensive medieval ceramic repertoires on which to base a
chronological sequence for the late medieval and early post-medieval period in
the north-west, although the early material recovered from the Royton
excavations does contribute to the known examples fabric, form and glazing
techniques and technologies available in the area at the time.

6.6

Organic

6.6.1

Quantification
The three phases of excavation produced a small yet varied array of organic
artefacts. All stratified artefacts were catalogued but unstratified material was
not included as part of the assemblage as this would not inform about the site.
Tables 3.1 and 3.2 (Appendix 5) detail the relative quantities of organic
material recovered during the three phases. Fragments of shell, mammal bone
and remnants of tailored leather, as well as two pieces of oak timber were
recovered from throughout the deposits within the structure of the main hall,
with various fragmentary remnants of shell recovered from the area of the
west wing. In total 113g of crustacean shell were found, predominantly fresh
water oysters, but also several fragmentary cockle and muscle shells. A total
of 758g of bone was recovered from the site, all of which were mammalian,
some showing signs of butchery and filleting. Two worked pieces of oak
timber were present in the assemblage although their exact location is not
known to the author. The two leather remnants weighed 5g and 26g
respectively and were in a relatively good condition.

6.6.2

Contexts
Many of the organic artefacts were recovered from clearance deposits which
were primarily comprised of backfilled material. As a result, the exact
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provenance of these artefacts is uncertain and for this reason, they cannot
inform to a great extent any detail about the site. This is particularly the case
for the oak timbers which were recovered from the infill of the circular
staircase but were more likely to have been part of a timber door frame
elsewhere in the building. Table 3.1 details the assemblage from 2005/2006
showing contexts and their respective finds.
Context

Type

(105)

Shell
Mammal
bones
(107)
Mammal bone
(114)
Mammal
bones
(115)
Mammal bone
(116)
Shell
(117)
Shell
(133)
Shell
(134)
Animal bone
(145) in [146]
Animal bone
(025)
Animal bone
(sand infill of Shell
brick wall)
(111)
Leather
(Inner courtyard Leather
near drain)
Total

Weight Description
(g)
20 Cockle/oyster
162 Small leg bones
9 Sheep
116 Butchery
marks
carnivore jaw
69 Butchered rib
32 Muscle/cockle/oyster
10 Oyster
6 Oyster
13 Butchered long bones
12 Fragmentary
32 Bone
5 Cockle

&

5 Shoe off-cut (SF181)
26 Leather strap?(SF182)
925g

Table 3.1 Contexts producing Organic Material from 2005/2006 excavations.
6.6.3

Condition
Many of the organic artefacts are in a heavily abraded condition which would
suggest that their survival in the heavy backfilled deposits is due to the fact
that they are not especially old.
Preliminary analysis of the animal bone allowed only tentative species
identification, the assemblage mainly comprising cattle, sheep long bones and
ribs. A single small jaw from a carnivore, possibly a small dog was also
present but this is probably a stray find and occurred alongside butchered
cattle bone. Detail on the long bones shows signs of butchery, filleting and
skinning with incision and abrasion marks on the shaft of the bone and clean
cuts at the ends of long bones. This material is clear evidence for domestic use
of meat on site although the small amount of bone would not suggest that
animals were kept on site. Their recovery from drain contexts and general
spoil is indicative of typical rubbish disposal from the nearby dwelling.
Although the bone is in a relatively good condition, the amount of bone
recovered from stratified contexts means that the sample size is too small to
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recommend any further analysis, but merely indicates the types of meat cuts
which were being consumed on the site during the nineteenth century.
Shell is commonly found in post-medieval deposits as oyster shell was used
for lime-washing and shell from a nearby stream would be redeposited or
dredged up if drains were cleared or as a fertiliser. Oysters were a common
source of foodstuff, and only became commonly seen as an exclusive
expensive commodity in the late Victorian period. It is likely that these
fragments from Royton Hall date to this period at the earliest.
The two scraps of leather were found in a relatively good state of preservation
and were therefore relatively identifiable as a remnant from a leather shoe
(SF181), probably part of the inner, as small copper alloy rivets are still visible
around the edge of the scrap. This piece was recovered from deposit (111) in
room K, the infill of a pipe support which would suggest it was discarded with
waste products. The second fragment (SF182) appears to be more intact, and
has been tentatively identified as a piece of horse tack or harness, as it had
visible stitching and a central incision along its length. This piece was
recovered from the area of the inner courtyard, near a drain. Both pieces
probably date to the late nineteenth century based on their stratigraphic
contexts.
6.6.4 Potential
The organic assemblage from Royton Hall does not warrant further assessment
as the nature of the archaeological contexts from which it was recovered are
predominantly unstratified waste clearance deposits. The assemblage is small
and fragmentary in nature, and the relatively good level of preservation would
suggest that none of the items predate the 19th century.

6.7

Building Material

6.7.1

Quantification
The assemblage comprises several different types of what can be generically
termed building material which includes; stone, plaster castings, brick and
decorative ceramics, such as tile. No building material was identified in the
2007 assemblage. Ceramic tile from the 2007 excavations was included in the
Pottery catalogue and will not be discussed here. In total, approximately
19.263kg of building materials were recovered from the two phases of
excavation (not including the quern fragment). Many of these fragmentary
remnants were undiagnostic and heavily fragmented through demolition
activity.

6.7.2

Context
Table 4.1 details the types of building materials recovered from the Royton
excavations by quantity and context.
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Type

Total weight (kg)

Tile

Cerami
cs
Brick
Plaster
Alabast
er
Worke
d stone
Total

11.158kg

4.253kg
1.033kg
2.677kg
0.142kg
n/a

Contexts
[022](105)(107)(113)
(114)
(115)(116)(117)(128)
(025)(105)(107)(114)
(116)
(105)(104)
(105)(113)(116)(133)
(room J)
(114)
(Demolition layer room K)

19.263kg

Table 4.1. 2005/2006 contexts producing building material, tabulated
according to type and weight.
Given the nature of the material, a comparison of the individual yields for each
context cannot be made as some fragments of building material or tile were
substantially bigger than others.
6.7.3

Condition
Many of the more common green-glazed wall tile fragments had concreted
render still adhered to their rear surface suggesting that these items had indeed
been used within the building, probably during the late nineteenth or early
twentieth century. Both wall and floor tiles were found, generally the wall tiles
were glazed with either a plain white or green finish or highly decorative
examples were also present within the assemblage, such as the abstract blue
‘art-deco’ fragments. Floor tiles were unglazed oxidised earthenwares,
probably from the more utilitarian parts of the house, whereas several more
decorative examples of floor tile present within the assemblage were possibly
used in the hallway or more visible parts of the house, such as the Aesop’s
fable tile from deposit (105). Deposit (116) produced the majority of the tile
fragments, all dating from the nineteenth and early twentieth century.
Other ceramics were present within the building materials category and have
been categorised as such because they comprise fixtures and fittings from
around the house, such as sinks, sanitary stoneware (drains) and electrical
surrounds (light fittings). These were all clearly twentieth century and were
recovered from very mixed deposits of demolition backfill.
Several scraps of ceramic building material or brick were recovered from
context (114) and due to their fragmentary condition the dimensions could not
be ascertained. However, the stratified fragments did appear to be from
handmade brick rather than modern brick. The coarse fabric was highly
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oxidised with large clay pellets occurring occasionally throughout the clay
matrix. A surviving half brick recovered from context (105) was datable to
the late seventeenth or eighteenth century and a whole brick, also handmade
recovered from an unstratified context in room K, would suggest that earlier
building materials are represented at Royton Hall and that these two pieces are
likely to have come from the hall. The example of whole brick can be dated by
its dimensions: riser (depth): 2” (5cm), header (width): 3” 1/2 (10cm),
stretcher (length): 7” 3 (l20cm), giving a date somewhere around the late
seventeenth century, between 1680 and 1720. This example was a particularly
early brick, distinguishable by its short stretcher length and the indifferently
fired surfaces. The first Brick Act of 1725 attempted to standardise brick
production by setting the sizes of bricks, increasing the stretcher size. The
architectural use of bricks in the North West occurs later than further in the
south of England and the material was used to emphasis the flamboyance and
external appearance of many hall site in the region (Nevell & Walker 2002,
15).
The remains of lime plaster embellishments, such as finials and decorative
mouldings from around the mantle suggest that the interior was quite
grandiose during the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. The tiled and
decorative plasterwork interior is typical of Halls in this period and similar
pieces have been found at Moston Hall, north Manchester (Garratt 2006
unpub.). Two types of plaster moulding were recovered from Royton; small
delicate plaster work from contexts (116), (133) and (105), all appear to be of
a similar size and decoration. They are very fragmentary and heavily soiled
but a brocade-style motif can be made out and they probably formed some
kind of tracery or cornice. Several larger fragments of plaster casting were
produced from context (113) in Room K, which appear to fit together and
possibly came from above the mantle. They appear to be eighteenth century
and are in relatively good condition although their outer surface has oxidised.
They have an ‘S’ scroll and ostrich feather plume motif in relief and measure
approximately 40cm in height. Similar pieces have been found at Offerton
Hall (Hradil 2007 pers. comm.) and were produced using a moulded pattern to
a specified design.
The stonework comprised fragments of roof-slate, slate finials, yellow Bunter
sandstone and a single quern fragment. Of particular interest were two slate
pieces, one of which bears a date of ‘1867’ incised onto its upper surface, the
other piece has a pattern number ‘737’. Both pieces have been shaped but their
exact function or purpose is unknown. The upper surface appears to have been
lime-washed or painted at some point suggesting they have been reused or replaced, removed from their original setting.
The single quern fragment appears to be a piece from a rotary quern, possibly
dating to the late nineteenth century, and possibly one section from a granitic
French Burr stone.

University of Manchester Archaeological Unit
June 2008

59

Royton Hall Archaeological Excavations 2004 - 2007

6.7.4

Potential
Much of the building material recovered from the excavations at Royton Hall
was extracted from demolition deposits; therefore the assemblage does not
represent a reliable resource for identifying the context and archaeological
deposits from the site. However, it does provide an insight into the types of
materials available to the residents and those which were in use during
different phases of building activity on the site. Certainly the presence of early
examples of brick within the assemblage points to the early use of this luxury
material in the early post-medieval period at Royton Hall.

6.8

Glass

6.8.1

Quantity
A small and rather undiagnostic assemblage of glass artefacts was recovered
from the excavations at Royton (Fig. 92). It comprised mostly coloured bottle
glass and occasional clear window glass fragments. In total, approximately
9683g of glass was collected from stratified contexts; 81g, 3143g and 6459g
from the 2005, 2006 and 2007 excavations respectively.

6.8.2

Context
All the items were in a highly fragmented condition and the bulk of the
material was recovered from demolition or drain contexts, particularly deposit
(116), as detailed in Tables 5.1 (below) and 5.2 (Appendix 5).
Context
(015)
(013) in [012]
(024)
(025)
(105)
(107)
(115)
(116)
(133)
(134)
(145) in [146]
Total

Weight
(g)
57
7
17
369
150
37
298
2049
214
2
24
3224g

Provisional
date
19th
19th
19th
Late 19th
19/20th
19/20th
19th
19th
19th
19th
Late 19th

Table 5.1. 2005/2006 Contexts producing glass given
by weight and probable date.
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6.8.3

Condition
Of those fragments which were identifiable, the most revealing were the flat
panes of window glass in an acute diamond (horizontal) lattice style which
were probably in situ at the time of demolition. The colour and fabric of the
glass would still suggest a late nineteenth century date for these windows and
scraps of the leaded frames have also been recovered. Other various
fragmentary pieces of bottle glass of different colours including blue, green
and brown as well as ‘aqua’, from glass vessels were recovered from the
rubbish deposits and take the form of wine, beer and soda water bottles within
the disturbed backfill contexts (Fig. 92).
The 2007 excavations recovered some fragmentary medicinal glass vessels
and pipettes presumably associated with the use of the apartments in the west
wing as a doctor’s residence during the nineteenth century. Several
fragmentary bottles with patent trademarks impressed on the glass advertising
the popular carbonated soda waters and cordials of late nineteenth century
local manufactured were recovered during this final season. The details are
listed in table 5.2 (Appendix 5).

6.8.4

Potential
These types regularly occur in post-medieval contexts of this nature and there
are no further recommendations for the analysis of the undiagnostic glass
assemblage from Royton Hall. However, the trademarks on the cordial bottles
can be traced using contemporary trade directories and would reflect
contemporary production centres in Greater Manchester for these drinks.

6.9

Ferrous and Non-Ferrous Metalwork

6.9.1

Quantity
A small but varied selection of metal artefacts was recovered from the three
phases of excavation. Only the stratified items were assessed and any
undiagnostic pieces were simply weighed for the purposes of quantitative
analysis. A total of 11.903kg of metal was produced from stratified deposits at
Royton although, like the building material, these deposits were heavily
disturbed by later intrusive demolition activity.

6.9.2

Context
The assemblage was generally highly fragmentary, largely comprised of
unidentifiable structural items and associated domestic fixtures. Tables 6.1 &
6.2 (Appendix 3) detail the contexts producing metal artefacts.
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Context
(105)
(107)
(113)
(114)
(115)
(116)
(117)
(133)
Total

Weight
(kg)
0.895
0.505
2.176
1.486
0.227
2.699
0.650
0.510
9.148kg

Date
Late 19th/20th
18th/19th/20th
?
19th
19th/20th
19th/20th
19th
?(20th)

Table 6.1. 2005/2006 contexts producing metal
artefacts, given by weight (kg).
6.9.3

Condition
In general, the ferrous and non-ferrous assemblage recovered from Royton
Hall was in a heavily corroded and highly fragmentary condition, with much
of the material having been removed or disturbed from its original context by
later intrusive demolition activity. The artefacts were assessed in their context
groups, weighed, and any diagnostic or identifiable items were photographed
and given an SF number. Some of the unstratified artefacts from both phases
of excavation were deemed worthy of specific assessment as they represent
unique or individual items specific to the Royton site.
Two items within the assemblage were identified as clog ‘spurs’, from
contexts (117) (SF192) and (105) (SF183). They are different in size
representing two individual shoes, but clearly they performed the same
function, positioned on the sole of the clog at the toe in order to stop the
wooden sole being worn too rapidly. These items date to the mid to late
nineteenth century.
Context (107) produced a complete handmade nail, with a facetted square
shank, possibly dating to the early eighteenth century (SF184). This deposit
also produced some lead flashing for window glass (SF185) from the original
eighteenth century leaded windows of the hall.
Deposit (113) produced a large quantity (2.176kg) of undiagnostic structural
ferrous metalwork. This context represents the main rubble infill above
deposit (109) in room K. These items have been removed or disturbed from
their original setting but included two moulded embellishments from the
guttering (SF186). These appear to date from the mid-nineteenth century.
Context (114) also produced a small but heavy collection of structural ferrous
metalwork, including a large door bolt and window fittings. Deposit (115)
produced a smaller assemblage of various metal items including copper alloy
coins (SF187 & 188) of an unknown designation, possibly late nineteenth
century pennies, structural ferrous metalwork and a copper pipe clamp.
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Deposit (116) produced a total of 2.699kg of metal artefacts, a small
proportion of which were diagnostic but all in a corroded and fragmented
condition. A particularly interesting item (SF189), is a fragment from what
appears to be a circular regimental badge, reading >N LANCASHIRE<. This
was a signature badge worn on a uniform, at the shoulder, and originates from
the North Lancashire Regiment. The context also produced as a small lead
weight (SF190) weighing 30g. The item is misshapen and oxidised, but has a
central hole. Several small items which appear to be metal coat buttons and
tacks were also recovered and are of unknown date. A badly corroded boot
scraper and structural fittings, including leaded window glass, were also
recovered from (116). Generally the items produced from this deposit appear
to be of a nineteenth century date.
Context (177) contained a large iron horseshoe with a heavily worn ‘toe’
(SF191). The toe of the shoe is reinforced suggesting that it was designed for
cart animals pulling heavy loads up cobbled streets. The shoe is fairly large
and would be adequate for a large cob or small Shire horse.
Several diagnostic items were recovered from unstratified contexts during the
2005 phase of archaeological excavations. These items include a large iron
strap hinge from a door (SF193), an oil can (SF194), a ‘Brooks’ badge
(SF195) from a leather push-bike saddle, and several ornate furniture fittings
and locks (SF 196 & 197). The 2007 excavations produced only one item of
note; an iron pick with wooden handle from room W, context (341).
6.9.4

Potential
The recovered assemblage of ferrous and non-ferrous metalwork represented a
relatively small amount of stratified material recovered from the two phases of
excavation, suggesting that many of the contexts on site are not securely
datable. The bulk of the material represented large, undiagnostic iron
structural items relating to the general architecture of the hall and its environs.
It is difficult to suggest exactly where these items would have originally been
positioned. Further investigation of the regimental badge (SF189) would be of
local interest, however further assessment of the ferrous and non-ferrous
metalwork has no further research potential, and a late eighteenth / nineteenth
century date at the earliest can be postulated for most of the items.

6.10

Clay Tobacco Pipes
Ruth Garratt and Dr Joanna Wright

6.10.1 Methodology
The clay tobacco pipes discussed in this report were recovered during
community excavations at the site of Royton Hall in the summer of 2007. The
pipe fragments from the site of Royton Hall have been individually examined
and details logged on an Excel spreadsheet (Table 4.1, Appendix 6). The
layout of the spreadsheet has been based on the draft pipe recording system
University of Manchester Archaeological Unit
June 2008

63

Royton Hall Archaeological Excavations 2004 - 2007

that has been developed at the University of Liverpool (Higgins & Davey
1994). Copies of the spreadsheet and the draft recording system will be
deposited in digital form as part of the site archive. The bowl forms and other
diagnostic pieces have been dated according to form and local styles of mark
and decoration.
The report has been divided into two parts. First, the stratigraphic and dating
evidence provided by the pipes from the contexts in which they occurred is
considered. Second, the pipes themselves are described and discussed.
6.10.2 Quantity
The excavations at Royton Hall in 2007 produced a total of 385 pieces of pipe
comprising 34 bowl, 338 stem and 13 mouthpiece fragments. These were
recovered from nine stratified contexts, in addition to which there were three
groups of unstratified finds. A context summary providing the pipe evidence
for each context is provided as Table 4.1 (Appendix 6). The summary shows
the number of fragments of bowl (B), stem (S) and mouthpieces (M)
recovered from each context and their overall date range. No other site or
stratigraphic evidence has been taken into account when providing these dates,
which are purely based on the surviving pipe evidence.
6.10.3 Context
The context summary shows a wide range of pipe fragments were recovered,
covering the whole period during which clay pipes were in common use.
Nineteenth century pipes are well represented, and the majority probably date
from this century. Some of the fragments displayed distinctive ‘transitional’
stems with a markedly oval section, of eighteenth century date (Higgins 2004).
Several of the bowls and stems displayed distinctive markings, allowing
approximate dates to be applied to those contexts (Fig. 89).
6.10.4 Condition, Range and Variety
Some of the fragments recovered were made from off-white firing clay, with
occasional gritty inclusions and impurities, which is probably local in origin.
Other fragments appear to be of better quality whiter clay that is probably
imported at a later date (Higgins 2004).
Bowls and bowl fragments with feathered or sprig patterning were recovered
from contexts (307) and (336) (both ‘room G’) and from unstratified layers
and probably date to the first half of the nineteenth century. A fragmentary
bowl decorated with an acorn cup and leaves from context (307) can be dated
to the period 1860-1930. Also from context (307) were fragments of a bowl
with a beaded design and milling and a roughly made bowl with zigzag pattern
and beading near the base, attached to a machine-made stem. The latter is of
late nineteenth century date. A fragmentary long bowl with a long pointed
spur was recovered from an unstratified context and dated to 1810-1840.
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Context (307) yielded a stem stamped with the words ‘MANCHESTER’ on
one side and ‘<A HEATH >’ on the other. The fabric is off-white and a large
piece of quartz grit can be seen in the broken section. Three distinctive stems
came from context (343).The first had a swirling spiral pattern with beaded
detail along a portion of the stem. One end was broken and at the other was a
band of squares with internal dots, beneath which was a stamp. This stamp had
the images of a sword or dagger in the centre with a thistle or bushel on either
side. The second stem was stamped with two wide bands of parallel lines and
oval beading with a swirling natural design (and possibly a flower) inbetween. The third stem from context (343) was stamped with a geometric
pattern in a wide band with a stamp. The stamp was oval and contained an
irregular line and dot with three wheatsheafs (thistles/bushels) and possibly a
sword/dagger. The letters ‘ESTE’, suggestive of the name ‘CHESTER’ or
possibly ‘MANCHESTER’ were visible around the base of the stamp. None
of these pieces has been successfully traced to a manufacturer or accurately
dated.
6.10.5 Potential, Summary and Conclusion
Clay tobacco pipes are probably the most useful dating tools for
archaeological deposits of Post-Medieval date. They are found almost
everywhere, had a short life expectancy and were subject to raid change in
both size and shape. They can often be tied to a specific production site or to a
regional centre.
These pipes provide approximate dating evidence for the deposits from which
they were recovered as well as an indication of the types of pipe that were
being used and discarded in Royton. Evidence for smoking between the
seventeenth and twentieth centuries was recovered. Pipes made from a mixture
of local and imported fabrics are represented and comprise both hand- and
machine-made examples. Distinctive oval sections appear from the end of the
seventeenth century. The majority of pipe fragments could not be precisely
dated with the exception of two bowls. One, with a diagnostic acorn motif,
dated to the period between 1860 and 1930 (see www.dawnmist.demon.co.uk/pipe19.jpg) and another of distinctive shape is dated to between 1810 and 1840 (see
Ayto 2002, 12).
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Appendix 1: Figures
Figure 1: Site location.
Figure 2: Aerial photograph of Royton Hall showing the area available for investigation outlined in
red.

Figure 3: Enlarged copy of Saxton’s map of Lancashire, published 1577 showing Royton Hall
highlighted.
Figure 4: Royton Hall, highlighted, shown on Speeds map of Lancashire published in 1610.
Figure 5: Royton Hall, highlighted, shown on Yates map of Lancashire, published in 1786.
Figure 6: Royton Hall, shown on Ordnance Survey map 1895.
Figure 7: Royton Hall shown on Ordnance Survey map 1910.
Figure 8: Royton Hall shown on Ordnance Survey map 1932.
Reproduced by permission of the Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s
Stationary Office. All rights reserved. License Number: 0100022765.
Figure 9: Royton Hall shown on Ordnance Survey map 1975.
Reproduced by permission of the Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s
Stationary Office. All rights reserved. License Number: 0100022765.
Figure 10: Trench/area location plan, 2004 – 2007.
Figure 11: 2005 and 2006 Composite post –excavation site plan showing main features, site
sub-divisions and contexts.
Figure 12: 2005 and 2006 Composite post –excavation site plan showing recorded elevations
and sections.
Figure 13: Sections and elevations from the 2005 season of excavations.
Figure 14: Sections and elevations from the 2006 season of excavation.
Figure 15: Post-excavation site plan showing the provisional phasing of the structural remains,
excavated 2005.
Figure 16: Composite post-excavation site plan showing the provisional phasing of the
structural remains, excavated 2005 and 2006.
Figure 17: Composite post-excavation site plan showing the provisional phasing of the
structural remains, excavated 2005, 2006 and 2007.
Figure 18: Enlarged composite post-excavation site plan showing the provisional phasing
within the eastern half of the structural remains as excavated during 2005, 2006 and 2007.
Figure 19: Figure 16: Enlarged composite post-excavation site plan showing the provisional
phasing within the western half of the structural remains as excavated during 2005, 2006 and
2007.
Figure 20: Phased development plan of the remains of the hall as identified during the three
seasons of excavation.
Figure 21: Examples of comparative hall sites throughout the northwest.
Figure 22: Trench 1 showing the part-excavated remains of stone
wall, external doorway and mullioned windows looking east, 2004.
Figure 23: Trench 1 showing the part-excavated remains of
Walls, external doorway and mullioned windows looking south-east, 2004.
Figure 24: Trench 1, showing location of external doorway, looking north-east, 2004.
Figure 25: Working shot of evaluation Trench 3, looking east, 2004.
Figure 26: Trench 2 showing the part-excavated remains of wall (027), looking south, 2004.
Figure 27: Detail of Phase I wall (023), west, 2005.
Figure 28: Phase I wall (023) foreground and Phase looking II wall (050) looking south, 2005.
Figure 29: Detail of doorway from porch (G) into room (A), walls (027) and
(056), looking north, 2005.
Figure 30: Close up of walls (304), (305) and (306), located within Area A, looking north,
2007.
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Figure 31: Area A looking north, 2007.
Figure 32: Area A looking north, with the location of wall (306) highlighted, 2007.
Figure 33: West facing elevation of phase II wall (050) showing blocked cellar windows and
the original location of the flagged courtyard surface (now removed) 2005
Figure 34: Main porch (045) room F, and inserted drain (046), looking east, 2005.
Figure 35: Phase II spiral staircase tower (057), looking north, 2005.
Figure 36: External view of phase II staircase tower (057), looking east, 2005.
Figure 37: Internal detailed view of spiral
staircase (057), looking north, 2005.
Figure 38: View of the eastern wing of the hall, looking north, 2005.
Figure 39: Machine excavated test pit, walls (050) and (032), 2005.
Figure 40: Rooms D and E, of the northern wing of the hall, looking south, 2005.
Figure 41: Area A, external negative features to the north of the site, looking east, 2005.
Figure 42: Phase II mullioned windows in the cellar and internal elevation of wall (056), 2005.
Figure 43: Area B, courtyard exposed in 2006, looking east, 2006.
Figure 44: Northern wing of the hall, looking west, 2006.
Figure 45: Northern wing of the hall and the courtyard area, looking south, 2006.
Figure 46: Southern wing of the hall, exposed in 2006, looking west, 2006
Figure 47: General view of the southern wing of the hall, looking north-west, 2006.
Figure 48: Room J, uncovered during the 2006 excavations, looking north.
Figure 49: Room K, uncovered in 2006, looking north, 2006.
Figure 50: Room L, corridor, uncovered in 2006, looking north.
Figure 51: Remains of the external stairway, looking north, 2006.
Figure 52: Room O, corridor, uncovered 2006, looking east.
Figure 53: Room J, doorway located within the south-western corner, and drains
[146] and [154], looking west.
Figure 54: (197) Three light mullioned window within
wall (190), looking west, 2006.
Figure 55: East facing section through the upper layers of the courtyard, 2006.
Figure 56: Fireplace located towards the southern extent of wall (193), east facing elevation,
looking west, 2006.
Figure 57: Trial trench 4, looking south, showing the south-west external corner of the hall,
2006.
Figure 58: Wall (351) within Area A, looking south-east, 2007.
Figure 59: Area A looking east, 2007.
Figure 60: Room V, looking north, 2007.
Figure 61: Excavation through the floor levels within room V, looking north, 2007.
Figure 62: Room U, looking north-east, 2007.
Figure 63: Detail of fireplace (324) butting up against wall (371), within room U, looking east,
2007.
Figure 64: Room T, looking north 2007.
Figure 65: Stairwell (317) added into the northern extent of room R, looking east, 2007.
Figure 66: Room W, with inserted staircase (363), looking south, 2007.
Figure 67: Blocked doorway located within wall (431) room W, looking east, 2007.
Figure 68: Blocked stairwell (416) and wall (179), within the western limits of the courtyard,
Area B, looking west, 2007.
Figure 69: Aerial view of the 2007 excavations, looking east, with the bay window (355)
located in the foreground.
Figure 70: Aerial view of the 2007 excavations looking north-east.
Figure 71: Aerial view of the southern half of excavations during the 2007 excavation,
looking east.
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Figure 72: Excavation of Royton Hall during the adult community phase 2005.
Figure 73: Excavation of Royton Hall during the adult community phase, 2005.
Figure 74: Excavation of Royton Hall during the school visits, 2005.
Figure 75: Excavation of Royton Hall during the school visits, 2005.
Figure 76: Open weekend, finds, historical, photographic, documentary and
SMR displays, 2005.
Figure 77: Open weekend, guided tours around the site, 2005.
Figure 78: Open weekend, guided tours around the site, 2005.
Figure 79: School children excavating around wall (302), Area A, 2007.
Figure 80: School children excavating Area A during the 2007 excavations.
Figure 81: Backfilling the trench, highlighting the use of terram matting to protect
the archaeology, 2006.
Figures 82: SF 122 - medieval rim sherd, located 2006.
Figures 83: SF 122 - medieval rim sherd, located 2006.
Figures 84: SF 106 - Strap handle from a medieval jug, located 2006.
Figures 85: SF 106 - Strap handle from a medieval jug, located 2006
Figure 86: Section of millstone recovered during the 2006 excavations.
Figure 87: Lithographic printed child’s plate, late nineteenth century, recovered 2006.
Figure 88: Late 17 early eighteenth century fragment of plaster surround, recovered 2006.
Figure 89: Selection of mid-late nineteenth century clay tobacco pipes, recovered during
2007.
Figure 90: Selection of early eighteenth century decorated slipwares recovered during 2007.
Figure 91:Fragment of a glazed figurine, nineteenth century, recovered 2007.
Figure 92: Selection of nineteenth century glass bottles, recovered 2007.
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Appendix 2: Illustrations

Figure 3: Enlarged copy of Saxton’s map of Lancashire, published 1577 showing Royton Hall
highlighted.
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Figure 4: Royton Hall, highlighted, shown on Speeds map of Lancashire published in 1610.
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Figure 5: Royton Hall, highlighted, shown on Yates map of Lancashire, published in 1786.
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Figure 6: Royton Hall, shown on Ordnance Survey map 1895.
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Figure 7: Royton Hall shown on Ordnance Survey map 1910.
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Figure 8: Royton Hall shown on Ordnance Survey map 1932.
Reproduced by permission of the Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s
Stationary Office. All rights reserved. License Number: 0100022765.
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Figure 9: Royton Hall shown on Ordnance Survey map 1975.
Reproduced by permission of the Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s
Stationary Office. All rights reserved. License Number: 0100022765.
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Figure 10: Trench/area location plan, 2004 - 2007
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Figure 11: 2005 and 2006 Composite post –excavation site plan showing main features, site sub-divisions and contexts.
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Figure 12: 2005 and 2006 Composite post –excavation site plan showing recorded elevations and sections.
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Figure 13: Sections and elevations from the 2005 season of excavations.
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Figure 14: Sections and elevations from the 2006 season of excavation.
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Figure 15: Post-excavation site plan showing the provisional phasing of the structural remains, excavated 2005.
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Figure 16: Composite post-excavation site plan showing the provisional phasing of the structural remains, excavated 2005 and 2006.
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Figure 17: Composite post-excavation site plan showing the provisional phasing of the structural remains as excavated during 2005, 2006 and 2007.
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Figure 18: Enlarged composite post-excavation site plan showing the provisional phasing within the eastern half of the structural remains as excavated during 2005, 2006 and 2007.
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Figure 19: Enlarged composite post-excavation site plan showing the provisional phasing within the western half of the structural remains as excavated during 2005, 2006 and 2007.
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Figure 20: Phased development plan of the remains of the hall as identified during the three seasons of
excavation.
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Figure 21: Examples of comparative hall sites throughout the northwest.
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Figure 22: Trench 1 showing the part-excavated remains of stone
wall, external doorway and mullioned windows looking east, 2004.

Figure 23: Trench 1 showing the part-excavated remains of
Walls, external doorway and mullioned windows looking south-east, 2004.
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Figure 24: Trench 1, showing location of external doorway, looking north-east, 2004.

Figure 25: Working shot of evaluation
Trench 3, looking east, 2004.
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Figure 26: Trench 2 showing the part-excavated
remains of wall (027), looking south, 2004.
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Figure 27: Detail of Phase I wall (023),
looking west, 2005.

Figure 28: Phase I wall (023) foreground and Phase
II wall (050) looking south, 2005.

Figure 29: Detail of doorway from porch (G) into room (A), walls (027) and
(056), looking north, 2005.
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Figure 30: Close up of walls (304), (305) and (306), located within Area A, looking north, 2007.

Figure 31: Area A looking north, 2007.
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Figure 32: Area A looking north, with the location of wall (306) highlighted, 2007.

Figure 33: West facing elevation of Phase II wall (050) showing blocked cellar windows and the
original location of the flagged courtyard surface (now removed), 2005
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Figure 34: Main porch (045) room F, and inserted drain (046), looking east, 2005.

Figure 35: Phase II spiral staircase tower (057), looking north, 2005
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Figure 36: External view of Phase II staircase tower (057), looking east, 2005.

Figure 37: Internal detailed view of spiral
staircase (057), looking north, 2005.
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Figure 38: View of the eastern wing of the hall, looking north, 2005.

Figure 39: Machine excavated test pit, walls (050) and (032), 2005.
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Figure 40: Rooms D and E, of the northern wing of the hall, looking south, 2005.

Figure 41: Area A, external negative features to the north of the site, looking east, 2005.
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Figure 42: Phase II mullioned windows in the cellar and internal elevation of wall (056), 2005.

Figure 43: Area B, courtyard exposed in 2006, looking east, 2006.
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Figure 44: Northern wing of the hall, looking west, 2006.

Figure 45: Northern wing of the hall and the courtyard area, looking south, 2006.
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Figure 46: Southern wing of the hall, exposed in 2006, looking west, 2006

Figure 47: General view of the southern wing of the hall, looking north-west, 2006.
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Figure 48: Room J, uncovered during the 2006 excavations, looking north.

Figure 49: Room K, uncovered in 2006, looking north, 2006.
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Figure 50: Room L, corridor, uncovered in 2006, looking north.

Figure 51: Remains of the external stairway, looking north, 2006.
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Figure 52: Room O, corridor, uncovered 2006, looking east.

Figure 53: Room J, doorway located within the south-western corner, and drains
[146] and [154], looking west.
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Figure 54: (197) Three light mullioned window within
wall (190), looking west, 2006.

Figure 55: East facing section through the upper layers of the courtyard, 2006.
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Figure 56: Fireplace located towards the southern extent of wall (193), east facing elevation,
looking west, 2006.

Figure 57: Trial trench 4, looking south, showing the south-west external corner of the hall,
2006.
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Figure 58: Wall (351) within Area A, looking south-east, 2007.

Figure 59: Area A looking east, 2007.
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Figure 60: Room V, looking north, 2007.

Figure 61: Excavation through the floor levels within room V, looking north, 2007.
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Figure 62: Room U, looking north-east, 2007.

Figure 63: Detail of fireplace (324) butting up against wall (371), within room U, looking east,
2007.
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Figure 64: Room T, looking north 2007.

Figure 65: Stairwell (317) added into the northern extent of room R, looking east, 2007.
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Figure 66: Room W, with inserted staircase (363), looking south, 2007.

Figure 67: Blocked doorway located within wall (431) room W, looking east, 2007.
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Figure 68: Blocked stairwell (416) and wall (179), within the western limits of the courtyard,
Area B, looking west, 2007.

Figure 69: Aerial view of the 2007 excavations, looking east, with the bay window (355)
located in the foreground.
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Figure 70: Aerial view of the 2007 excavations looking north-east.

Figure 71: Aerial view of the southern half of excavations during the 2007 excavation,
looking east.
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Figure 72: Excavation of Royton Hall during the adult community phase 2005.

Figure 73: Excavation of Royton Hall during the adult community phase, 2005.
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Figure 74: Excavation of Royton Hall during the school visits, 2005.

Figure 75: Excavation of Royton Hall during the school visits, 2005.
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Figure 76: Open weekend, finds, historical, photographic, documentary and
SMR displays, 2005.

Figure 77: Open weekend, guided tours around the site, 2005.
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Figure 78: Open weekend, guided tours around the site, 2005.

Figure 79: School children excavating around wall (302), Area A, 2007.
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Figure 80: School children excavating Area A during the 2007 excavations.

Figure 81: Backfilling the trench, highlighting the use of terram matting to protect
the archaeology, 2006.
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Figures 82 and 83: SF 122 - medieval rim sherd, located 2006.

Figures 84 and 85: SF 106 - Strap handle from a medieval jug, located 2006.

Figure 86: Section of millstone recovered during the 2006 excavations.
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Figure 87: Lithographic printed child’s plate, late nineteenth century, recovered 2006.

Figure 88: Late seventeenth/ early eighteenth century fragment of plaster surround,
recovered 2006.
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Figure 89: Selection of mid-late nineteenth century clay tobacco pipes, recovered during
2007.

Figure 90: Selection of early eighteenth century decorated slipwares recovered during 2007.
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Figure 91:Fragment of a glazed figurine, nineteenth century, recovered 2007.

Figure 92: Selection of nineteenth century glass bottles, recovered 2007.
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